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Just the Facts

The Mission of the Bridge Family Center is to foster 
the courage and strength in children and families 
to meet life’s challenges and build fulfilling lives.

• Founded in 1969, the Bridge Family Center, Inc. based in West Hartford, is a 
comprehensive, regional nonprofit agency that provides a broad range of services for 
children and families throughout the Greater Hartford area.

• The Bridge offers child and family counseling; intervention in times of crisis; support 
groups for children who are struggling in school; mentoring for boys who need extra 
support from positive adult role models; supervised after-school alternatives for 
teens; prevention programs; personal development programs for parents, children, 
and youth; shelter for homeless youth; and assistance with the transition from youth 
to adulthood.

• The Bridge is recognized as a leader in bringing the community together to assess 
issues and needs, and plans, coordinates, delivers and evaluates services in a cost-
effective manner.

• Last year the Bridge Family Center served approximately 9,000 young people and 
families.

• The Bridge’s annual budget is $8.2 million. Our services are funded by private donations 
from individuals, foundations, corporations, and organizations; the Town of West 
Hartford; the State of Connecticut Departments of Children and Families (DCF) and 
Education; and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

• The Bridge is governed by a Board of Directors composed of 16 individuals from West 
Hartford and the Greater Hartford community.

• 176 staff members (69 full-time and 107 part-time) carry out the programs and services 
of the Bridge.  Of our employees, 58% are people of color, and 76% are female.  More 
than 150 volunteers assist staff.
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Letter from the Executive Director

Margaret A. Hann
Executive Director

We are inundated with bad news in our world—
so much so that we tend to become immune. If we 
block it out or shrug it off or distance ourselves 
from its raw realty, we can go on without pause. I 
suppose this response is a defense that we all put 
up at some level in order to move on. The downside 
is that we tend to transfer this same numbness 
to hearing good news. We can take too much for 
granted — as if to say that no amount of good news 
will ever outweigh all the bad news — so we simply 
ignore it all.

At the Bridge we are witness to plenty of good 
news as we help others overcome bad news in their 
lives. We are fortunate to witness firsthand the 

power of the human spirt in overcoming unthinkable circumstances. Bad news takes the 
back seat, loses its power, as good news brightens a path to a promising future.

One of my favorite quotes from Leo Buscaglia captures the work we do. “Too often 
we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 
compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life 
around.”

We count on the generosity of our many donors to carry out our mission. Through your 
generous support, we are able to bring good news to the lives of over 9,000 children and 
families each year.  

Very truly,

Margaret A. Hann
Executive Director
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Gretchen Martin
Matthew Phillips Aveda Concept 

Salon
Max Restaurant Group
Kristin and Christopher Magendantz
Melley Nelson Design
Shelley and Greg Mendoza
Metro Bis Restaurant
Mill Restaurant Group
Miller Coors
Mind Your Manor
Tara Mitchell
Mohegan Sun
Monarch Jewelers of Farmington
Charlene Moorer
Mount Southington Ski Area
Music Together of West Hartford &  

Farmington Valley
My Secret Garden
Mystic Seaport
Naples Pizza
Nelson Salon & Spa
Dee and Jon Newton
NORA Cupcake Company
Norfeldt School PTO
James and Lori O’Connor
Oggi Salon of West Hartford
Ooh, la, la Boutique
Panera Bread
Michele Paul
Pepe’s Pizzeria
John Pereira
Pete Perrotta
Peter and Chris Peterson
Philip David Jewelers
Julie Christine Phillipps
The Playground Fitness Center
Playhouse on Park
Allan Polak and Deborah Zipkin
Pond House Café and Hall

Potbelly Sandwich Shop
Pratt & Whitney
Progressive Eye Care
Amy Raider
Stacy and Robert Raney
Debra and Khen Raviv
Amy Ray, Stella & Dot Senior 

Stylist
Eric Rennie
Martha Rennie
Republic Gastro Pub
Ridgewood Designs
Rogo Distributors
Rooster Co.
Beth and Mark Ryan
Mike Rulnick
Russell Speeder’s of Avon
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
S.K. Lavery Appliance Co.
Sandy Welch Art
Ellen and Clem Sayers
Annelieke Schauer
Seamus Painting, LLC
Michael and Jennifer Shiffman
The Silver Dahlia
Paul Smith
Solinsky Eyecare, LLC
Jennifer Sorano
Cheri and Dick Stabnick
Paula and Andy Stabnick
Stanley Black & Decker
Regan Stein
The Strongworks
Sweet Chilli Thai Restaurant
Sweet Frog
Tapas
Elliot and Carolyn Tertes
TheaterWorks
Thomas Hooker Brewing Co.
Toast Wines by Taste

Toasted Food Truck
Touchstone Crystals
Kim Townsend
Toy Chest
Travelers Championship
Treva Restaurant & Bar
Pat and Mike Tyler
Ronald and Ruth Van Winkle
Veterinary Specialists of CT
Vinted Wine Bar & Kitchen
Flo and Jay Votta
Wampanoag Country Club
Phil and Linda Ward
Waypoint Spirits
Janice Weinstein
West Hartford Fire Department
West Hartford Firefighters  

Local 1241
West Hartford Human and 

Leisure Services
West Hartford Massage Spot
West Hartford Magazine and  

We-Ha.com
West Hartford Police Officers 

Association
West Hartford Yoga
WFSB Channel 3
Whiting Lane PTO
Whole Foods
Liz and William Wilcox
Chris and Holly Williams
Paul and Denise Williams
Winter Family
Wise Old Dog, The
Andy and Doreen Zaback
Matthew and Maureen Zagami

Children’s Charity Ball  (January 2016) continued
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Bob’s Discount Furniture
BodyTalk
The Boston Red Sox Foundation
Brett and Jacqui Browchuk
Scott and Cyndi Brown
Budget Printers and 

Embroiderers
Celeste and Ken Burns
The Bushnell
Mary and Paul Butler
Cabela’s of East Hartford
Cafe Louise Catering
California Pizza Kitchen
Caroline and Christopher Calio 
Shari and Michael Cantor
Capital Genealogy
The Capital Grille
Mary Carangelo
Center Framing & Art
Central Optica
Central Wheel
Charter Oak Academy PTO
Children’s Charity Ball 

Committee Members
The Children’s Museum
Chipotle Mexican Grill –  

Corbins Corner
City Steam Brewery Café
Heather and Michael Clifford
Close to Home Sewing Center
Coco Lily
The Coffee Trade
COMIX Mohegan Sun
Cookshop Plus
Joan Cooney
Copper Beech Institute
Cork ‘N Bottle
The Corner Pug
Coyote Flaco
Crossover Consulting Group
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Allen and Laury Currier
Joanna Curry-Sartori

Tracy Denton
Michelle DiCorpo
DISH Restaurant Group
Timothy and Rita Droney
Duffy School PTO
East West Grille
Effie’s Place Restaurant
The Elbow Room
Elizabeth Grady
Olivia Engel
Liz Enkiri
Esquire Cleaners
Wendy and Dick Fair
Farmington Company
Farmington Valley Racquet Club
The Farms Country Club
Feng Asian Bistro
The Fitness Continuum
Kara and Sean Flanagan
Mary Ellen and Steve Flege
Hildee Fontanella
Fred Astaire Dance Studio of 

West Hartford
Jenni Freidman
French Cleaners
Fringe Hairworks
Mary and Dick Froeb
G.W. Crane Hair Designs
Gariphic Design
Mary Anne and M. Alex 

Geertsma
Get Up and Ride
Laura and Toni Giannone
Gillette Ridge Wine
Lee Godburn
Christina Gorman
Jennifer Grant and Peter Daws
Billy Grant
Cynthia and Peter Gutermann
Harpoon Brewery 
Harry’s Bishop’s Corner
The Hartford Golf Club
Hartford Stage Company

Hartford Stitch
Amy Hedden
Sue and Bill Healey
Hill-Stead Museum
Rebecca and Gary Holmes
Hope & Stetson
Nancy and Donald Hunt
IRIS Photography
Ivory Elly
J. Gilbert’s Wood-Fired Steaks  

& Seafood
Lynn and Michael Jimenez
Jimmie’s Pizza Restaurant
Simone Joyeaux and Tom Ahern
Karen Elizabeth Salon
Amanda Kelsey
Kennedy’s All American Barber 

Club
Nancy and Bob Kennedy
Kevin Edward Jewelers
Kidcity Children’s Museum
Kimberly Boutique
Kingswood Oxford School
Koma Japanese Steakhouse
Dave and Barbara Kreitner
Kripalu Center for Yoga  

and Health
Sarah Kroll
Alex Kuhl
Dana and Vincent Kuhl
Lake Compounce
Kara and Kevin Langan
Larsen’s - Ace Hardware
LIFER Fitness Studio
Carol and Tom Lorenzo
Low Tide Photography
Lox Stock & Bagel Inc.
Lux Bond & Green
Ann and Tim Mahoney
Brad and Kim Manning
Carol Manning
The Mark Twain House & 

Museum

Children’s Charity Ball   (January 2016) continued
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We Grow in Thoughtful and Measured Ways — 
Three New Programs at The Bridge 

New Counseling Center Opens in Avon
The Bridge began as a nonprofit 

organization in 1969 to counsel youth on 
the Green in West Hartford Center. Over 
the years, we have grown to a licensed 
Outpatient Psychiatric Clinic with a 
Counseling Center in West Hartford 
as well as two satellite offices in other 
towns. Last year 443 clients were served 
by our therapists.

In 2011, we opened a Counseling 
Center in Rockville—Bridge East. Two 
therapists see young people and their 
families in that office in close proximity 
to Manchester Hospital. In addition, an 
APRN offers medication evaluations. They work closely with the schools and the Vernon 
Community Network 

We opened a third Counseling Center in Avon—Bridge West—in April of 2015 to meet 
the needs of Avon and the surrounding communities. The office is in a quiet location in the 
heart of Avon. Bridge West is a calming place for children and families to come for guidance 
and to gain expertise in managing their life challenges with the support of competent 
and compassionate therapists. Three therapists are currently seeing clients. A child and 
adolescent psychiatrist offers medication evaluations for young people who are engaged in 
therapy with us. Those appointments are offered in our West Hartford office. 

West Hartford Counseling Center

Bridge West in Avon
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 “The Avon Public Schools have been extremely receptive,” said Pat Tyler, Bridge Director 
of Youth and Family Services.  “We have been partnering with them to teach mindfulness—a 
therapeutic technique encouraging calmness and focus—to reduce stress in students and 
teachers.”

Bridge therapists in all three locations offer individual, couple, and family therapy for 
children and families. Concerns that may be addressed include depression, anxiety, grief 
and loss, substance abuse, family issues, parenting challenges, coping with divorce, school 
concerns, behavior issues, abuse and neglect, anger, trauma, and self-destructive behaviors. 
Most recently, the Bridge became licensed to offer therapy to parents who are in need of 
support in a variety of areas, including substance abuse.  We hired a licensed alcohol and drug 
counselor to serve these clients.

Our multi-disciplinary team includes Pat Tyler, director of youth and family services; a 
licensed clinical director; marriage and family therapists; professional counselors; social 
workers; and masters-level therapist trainees. A child and adolescent psychiatrist is available 
to provide medication evaluations for those clients engaged in therapy with us.

To schedule an appointment, contact the main Bridge office at (860) 521-8035.  Both 
afternoon and evening appointments are available as well as Saturday appointments in West 
Hartford.  Most insurance plans are accepted, including private insurance and HUSKY/
Medicaid.  For those without insurance, a very reasonable sliding fee scale is available. We 
never turn anyone away due to an inability to pay.  

For more information, visit our website at www.bridgefamilycenter.org.  

Bridge East in Rockville

We Grow in Thoughtful and Measured Ways continued
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Centerpiece Sponsor
Moscarillo’s Garden Shoppe

Program Ads
AP Dental Care, LLC, Dr. Dimitri 

Perdikis
Associated Security Corporation
Barrieau Oil Company
Bert & Co.
Braeburn School PTB
Bristow Middle School PTO
J A Buchek AIA Architect LLC
Bugbee School PTO
Burke Mortgage
Center for Dental Excellence, 

LLC
Code Consulting Inc.
Commercial Flooring Concepts
Conard High School PTO
Connecticut Pharmacy
Courtney, Fink & Forbes, LLP
CT Pediatric Dentistry
Cut Right Lawn Care
Daigle, Smith & Chubet, LLC 

CPAs
Donato and Sons Landscape 

Contractors, LLC
Drew Orthodontics
Sydney W. Elkin, Esq.
Richard J. Fairbrother, D.M.D.
Fischman Orthodontics
Forensic Accounting Services, LLC
Fresh Ink
GitlinCampisePrendergast, LLC
Hall High School PTO
Jim Hallinan Pension Consulting, 

LLC
Holloways Appliance Center
The Hoye Home Team, Berkshire 

Hathaway HomeServices
Investment & Financial 

Counselors, LLC
JAG Products, LLC
Lance Jeroszko – Property Care

London Shop Package Store
Macca Plumbing & Heating
McKenna Orthodontics
New Britain EMS Academy
Orthopedic Associates of Central 

Connecticut, PC
Our Companions Animal Rescue
P & J Lawn & Landscaping, Inc.
Petcare Veterinary Services
Eric Rennie Photography
RMD Interiors, LLC
Sentry Commercial
Serafino Pharmacy
Sinatro Insurance Agency
Suburban Pharmacy
Teddy’s Oil & Energy LLC
Venora Electric, Inc.
Vic’s Automotive Services, Inc.
Wolff Financial Group

Other Contributors
2 Bitches and Me
2-4-1 Sports Academy
Candace Abbott
A.C. Petersen Farms Restaurant
Allan S. Goodman, Inc.
Amenta/Emma Architects, P.C.
Angelo’s on Main Rockledge
Anonymous
Armeny Custom Jewelry Design
Arugula Bistro
Avon Old Farms Hotel and 

Seasons Restaurant
Backstage Pizza Café
Beadoir
Becker’s Fine Jewelry
Judy and John Bierly
bk&co
Black-Eyed Sally’s
Blo Blow Dry Bar — West 

Hartford
Bryan Block
Bloomfield Discount Liquors
Blue Plate Kitchen

Conway Stoughton LLC
CPCU Society, Connecticut 

Chapter
Kara Flanagan, Realtor, Coldwell 

Banker
Gariphic Design
Hooker & Holcombe, Inc.
Jackson Lewis P.C.
Kitchen & Bath Design & 

Construction
Jon Lesisko, CPA, LLC
Loureiro Engineering Associates, 

Inc.
MacDonnell Anesthesiology
Marc’s Appliance Warehouse
Modern Tire of West Hartford, 

Inc.
Paula Fahy Ostop, Realtor,  

William Raveis
Pullman & Comley LLC
Ratchford Eye Center, LLC
Reardon Scanlon Vodola Barnes, LLP
Ryan Family Interests LLC
Scranton Motors, Inc.
Shimkus, Murphy and 

Rosenberger, P.C.
St. Agnes Home, Inc.
Taylor & Modeen Funeral Home
Überdog
Viking Fuel Oil Company
Waterford Group LLC
West Hartford Firefighters 

Association Local 1241
West Hartford Youth Basketball 

League
Wetco
Willis of Connecticut
The Zuzolo Financial Group, 

Northwestern Mutual

Print Media Sponsor
West Hartford Magazine and  

We-Ha.com

Children’s Charity Ball  (January 2016) continued
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McPhee Foundation
Middletown Firefighters Local 

1073 IAFF
William and Alice Mortensen 

Foundation
NewAlliance Foundation
Norfeldt Elementary School 

Faculty
Orthopedic Associates of Central 

Connecticut, PC
Owenoke Foundation
Panera Bread
Petcare Veterinary Services
Powerstation Events
Pratt & Whitney
Reynolds Charitable Foundation
RMD Interiors, LLC
Vernon D. and Florence E. Roosa 

Family Foundation  
Memorial Fund

Florence and Charles Rubenstein 
Fund

SBM Charitable Foundation
Southington Community 

Services
St. Christopher’s Catholic 

Women’s Club
Suburban Sanitation Service
Swindells Charitable Foundation
Teel’s Marsh Foundation
Ten Thousand Villages
TJX Foundation
Turner Family Foundation
United Technologies Corporation
Webster Bank
West Hartford Firefighters 

Association Local 1241
West Hartford Police Officers 

Association 
West Hartford Women’s Chorale

Linford & Mildred White 
Charitable Fund

William Raveis Real Estate
The YHB Charitable Endowment

Matching Gift Companies
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Bank of America
The Chubb Corporation
CIGNA
Lincoln Financial Foundation
The Prudential Foundation
Symetra Financial
Travelers Foundation
United Technologies
Voya Foundation
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Children’s Charity Ball  (January 2016)

Honorary Chairs
Matt Winter and Jane Lehman,
Allstate Insurance Company

Galaxy Sponsor
United Technologies

Sapphire Sponsors
All Waste, Inc.
eBenefits Group Northeast 
Farmington Bank
Farmington Company
The McInerney Family
Reid and Riege, P.C.
Robinson & Cole LLP
Webster Bank

Platinum Sponsors
Drs. John A. Bierly, Peter J.M. 

Peterson, and Jesse M. 
Sorrentino

Paul and Mary Butler
Cummings & Lockwood LLC

Bob and Frankie Goldfarb
The Technology Group, LLC 
United Bank
West Hartford Exchange Club

Gold Sponsors
All Pointe Care, LLC
Bank of America
The Sandra and Arnold Chase 

Family Foundation
CohnReznick LLP
Cowdery & Murphy, LLC
Kehl Financial
ProHealth Physicians
Rogo Distributors
Seiger Gfeller Laurie LLP
Simoniz USA, Inc.

Silver Sponsors
BlumShapiro
J.P. Carroll Construction
Colon & Rectal Surgeons of 

Greater  Hartford

Dental Associates
Fiduciary Investment Advisors
Beth and Tim Herrick
Kinsley Group
Lorensen Auto Group
Gail and Steve Lowe
Pomeranz, Drayton & Stabnick, LLC
Powerstation Events
ProHealth Physicians of West 

Hartford
Radiologic Associates of Bristol
VantagePoint Healthcare Advisors
Virginia Industries, Inc.
Westfarms
Whitfield Retirement Services

Sponsors
Amenta/Emma Architects, P.C.
Aronson Consulting
Bouvier Insurance
BRD Builders LLC
Connecticut Wealth Management, LLC

Pathfinders Provides Further Support to Runaway and Homeless Youth

This past September, the Bridge received a federal grant for $136,000 annually for 
three years to support a new program, Pathfinders. This crisis-support program provides 
emergency assistance to runaway and homeless youth who are not connected to the CT State 
Department of Children and Families. Eligible youth are boys and girls under the age of 18 
who are experiencing temporary or ongoing homelessness.  

“Imagine being a teenager living in fear on the streets, wondering when your next meal will 
be, or whose couch is available that evening,” said Margaret Hann, Bridge Executive Director. 
“Imagine feeling lost, tired, lonely, afraid, and invisible. The Bridge will now be able to do what 
we do best—offer a safe haven for young people and empower them to better their lives. We are 
thrilled to have this opportunity.”

Pathfinders’ objectives are to provide immediate safety for young people; build permanent 
relationships with family, caring adults, schools, and communities; and foster healthy 
decision-making and long-term self-sufficiency. The ultimate goal is to ensure that these 
youth are equipped with the skills necessary to overcome life’s challenges. Youth will be 
referred to a variety of in-house and local services including family counseling; prevention 
and treatment for substance abuse and mental health issues; and opportunities to engage in 
education and life skills development.

The Bridge is the only provider of comprehensive services for runaway and homeless youth 
in the Greater Hartford area. Each year, approximately 2,500 young people ages 14-24 access 
our wide array of services. Pathfinders is prepared to assist approximately 130 youth with 
emergency services and support.  Fifteen to thirty of those youth will be offered emergency 
shelter with temporary stays of up to 21 days.

For more information, or to make a referral, call Mike Rulnick at (860) 521-6890.

We Grow in Thoughtful and Measured Ways continued
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The Barry Family
Sarah Barry
Paul Bobruff and Family
Zachary Braun
Matt Brewer
Ellie and Garrett Brown
Melissa and Edward Brown
Paul and Jen Buffat
Daniel Caruso
Chatfield Senior Living
Maggie Cohen
Conard High School PTO
Jerry Cook
Halsey and Michele Cook
Cost Cutters
Ann and John Courtmanche
Paula Cruz
Mrs. Virginia Cushing
Norma Deck
Blair Donahue
Robin Drago-Provencher
Debra Dresner
Karen Eisenstein
Wendy and Dick Fair
Bella and Judd Fink
First Baptist Church Mission Fund
Mr. Nathan Frank
Dori Gatter and Jeff Chervenak
Jonah Gershon
John Gilhooly
Bob and Frankie Goldfarb
Stephanie Greco
Penni and Rich Grigoraitis
John and Libby Groff
Peter and Cynthia Gutermann
Bruce Harowicz
The Hartford Finanical Services 

Group, Inc.
George and Laura Hastings
Michelle and Edward Heath
Kathleen and Chris Hindman
Claire Hogue
Duke and Kitty Horigan
Lee Hughey
Cara Joyce
Llyn Kaimowitz

Kehilat Chaverim
Sue Kim
The Kitz Family
Lucas Kollen
Fred and Meg Kundahl
Kara and Kevin Langan
Laura Linabury
Susan and Joe Lipiner
Erin McGinn
Mark Melanson
Shelley and Greg Mendoza
Wyline Miller
Kellie Morrissey-Hovey
Elisabeth Nicholas
Bernard and Nancy Pelletier
West Hartford PEP Class of 2015
Claudia Phelan
Judy Pierson
Kim Sirois Pita
Rebekah Seaton
Holly R. Shail
Maureen Shapter
Ken Shirley
Anthony Spence, Jr.
Andrew and Sandra Stern
Elizabeth and James Sullivan
Town of Southington
Heidi Tummescheit
Patricia and Michael Tyler
Bonnie C. Welch
West Hartford Police 

Department
William Raveis Real Estate

Business/Foundation/
Organization Donors

A&A Pest Control
All Waste, Inc.
American Savings Foundation
Archdiocese of Hartford
Berkshire Bank Foundation
Bernier Insurance Agency, LLC
BJ’s Charitable Foundation
Boston Mutual Life Insurance 

Company
Bridge Family Center Fund

Elizabeth Carse Foundation
Carson Family Foundation
Cavanaugh Family Foundation
Charter Oak Academy PTO
Chatfield Senior Living
Chatham-Beech Charitable 

Foundation
CHEFA
ConnectiCare
James Christopher Conrad 

Memorial Fund
Charles B. Cook Fund
Daphne Seybolt Culpeper 

Memorial Foundation
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Darden Foundation
East Hartford Public Schools
Emerald Landscaping
Ensworth Charitable Foundation
First Baptist Church Mission 

Fund
The Flagg Road United Church 

of Christ
Mr. & Mrs. William Foulds 

Family Foundation
The Gelfand Generations, Inc.
Ginsburg Development 

Companies, LLC
Ellen Jeanne Goldfarb Memorial 

Charitable Trust
Harry E. Goldfarb Family 

Foundation Fund
Goodwin Being Fund
Greater Hartford Host Lions 

Club
Hall High School PTO
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
Hartford Foundation for Public 

Giving
Jones’ Automotive Service, Inc.
The Doris & Simon Konover 

Family Foundation
Liberty Bank Foundation
Logo Concepts LLC
McCourtney Family Charitable 

Trust

Synergies Abound —

The Bridge Family Center and Great by 8 Join Forces
After months of strategic planning, Great by 8, a nonprofit focused on improving access to 

high-quality services in early childhood education and health, joined forces with the Bridge. 
Its focus is in keeping with the Bridge mission to help children and families to meet life’s 
challenges and build fulfilling lives. The boards of directors of both the Bridge and Great by 8 
voted unanimously in favor of the plan.

The Bridge’s Family Resource Center (FRC) will oversee the operations of, and work 
collaboratively with, Great by 8 to support the healthy development of families in the West 
Hartford community. The partnership will enable the Bridge to offer even more family support 
services aimed at enhancing parenting skills, promoting family involvement with schools, and 
helping children succeed academically, socially, and emotionally.

Great by 8 will continue to operate as a community partnership, bringing together parents, 
early childhood educators, health professionals, school 
district administrators, and community leaders to support 
young children in West Hartford. Senator Beth Bye and 
Jane Lehman, a member of the Bridge Board of Directors, 
will serve as Great by 8’s co-chairs. Deborah Zipkin, 
Director of the Bridge FRC, will oversee Great by 8’s 
operations and work closely with Great by 8 Coordinators 
Andrea Thomas and Dana Kuhl, both of whom are now 
employees of the Bridge.

“The synergies were self-evident,” said Margaret Hann, Executive Director of the Bridge. 
“Our missions are both aimed at supporting and improving the lives of children and their 
families. The FRC runs notable programs such as the Parent Leadership Training Institute 
(PLTI), People Empowering People (PEP), early learning playgroups, multiple reading 
groups, and summer programs targeted at incoming kindergarteners with no prior preschool 
experience. The relationship between the FRC and Great by 8 has already proven to be highly 
collaborative and valuable. Great by 8 brings a lot to the table and we are committed to their 
long-term success.”

“Great by 8 will play a significant role in helping to formulate long-term strategies for the 
Bridge’s early childhood programming by sharing the data it collects on young children in 
our community,” said Jane Lehman. “Great by 8 will also continue its efforts to inform the 
community about opportunities for parents and teachers, oversee school readiness funding, 
and connect local preschools and elementary schools. The Bridge will play a key role in 
future fundraising, and the Bridge staff will offer guidance on strategy, implementation, and 
execution of programs.”

We Grow in Thoughtful and Measured Ways continued
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A Snowstorm Seemed to Add Excitement  
to Our 17th Annual Children’s Charity Ball

On January 23, 2016, we hosted our 17th annual gala, the Children’s Charity Ball, at the 
Hartford Golf Club. In spite of a snowstorm, 335 of the 365 registered guests attended. A 
peacock theme—Show Your True Colors—provided an elegant environment. The evening 
featured a black tie cocktail reception, sit-down dinner, live and silent auctions, and dancing 
to the music of the popular Timmy Maia Band. Matt Winter and Jane Lehman, Allstate 
Insurance Company, were the Honorary Chairs for the second consecutive year. Scot Haney, 
Channel 3 Meteorologist/Co-host of “Better Connecticut,” was the spirited and entertaining 
emcee for the 15th year in a row.

Put next year’s date on your calendar:
Saturday, January 21, 2017

The centerpieces echoed the peacock theme for the evening.

Once again, our community was incredibly generous. The entire event with ticket sales, 
silent and live auctions, a raffle of seven beautiful peacock-themed baskets, and the Changing 
Lives Challenge netted more than $255,000 for our services for children and families in West 
Hartford, the Greater Hartford area and beyond. We are grateful to an incredible group of 
women who spent months planning the gala; to hundreds of businesses and individuals who 
sponsored the event or donated items to the silent and live auctions; to many individuals who 
made monetary donations to support the ball; to our team of gala volunteers; and to our guests 
for the evening.  

Thank you, thank you.

Bob and Heather Martocci*
Ursula Marx*
Harold and Judith Meyer
Rena Miller
Carl Miser
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moriarty
Jeffrey and Gwen Olmstead*
Diane Papa
Jean Pellerin
Bruce Putterman and Teri Bayer
Harriet and Sherman Radler
Rosario Rojas-Cortijo
Gordon and Marylou Shand
Deanne Shapiro and  

Ted Diesenhaus
Jane and Ed Shaskan
Chip and Julie Simplicio
Norman and Barbara Sousa

Honorary Gifts
In honor of: 
Veronica Badiola
 by Kelly Weldon
Cynthia Brown
 by Deanne Shapiro and  

 Ted Diesenhaus
Patricia Direnzo 
 by Donna Shackett
Farmington Company
 by Boston Mutual Life  

 Insurance Company
Ruth Freymann
 by Eric and Martha Rennie
Ruth Freymann to Support 

Freymann House
 by Colton DeGrand
 by Gordon Fontenot
 by Amanda W. Freymann
 by Sarah Freymann
 by Carl Miser
 by Martha and Andrew Miser
Peggy Parker Grauman
 by Nancy Clinton Parker
Nancy Hunt
 by Richard and Kathryn  

 Benashski

Maggie and Freeman Jones
 by Margaret R. Johnson
Ellen Kadden
 by Lele and Ralph Kadden
Jane Lehman and Matt Winter
 by Lisa Seltzer
Amy Lowenstein
 by Martha Rennie
The Macdonald Family at 

Christmas
 by Mrs. Patricia Macdonald
Blanch D. Maloney
 by Emily W. Rankin
Noah, Ziva and Asher
 by Tony and Leah Molyneux
Judy Nansel, Renee Nansel 

Mangiamele, Julie Powell, 
Michelle Ryan, and Renee 
Ryan

 by Beth and Mark Ryan
Rosario Rojas-Cortijo
 by Ciro Alva
Felicia Wilion
 by Jessica and Eric Zachs
Deborah Zipkin
 by Israel Horowitz and  

 Sondra Camhi
Deborah Zipkin, Margaret Hann 

and the Bridge
 by Robin Drago-Provencher

Memorial Gifts
In memory of:
Bruce J. Batts
 by Harold and Judith Meyer
 by Deborah Szajnberg
Deborah Bohlen
 by Middletown Firefighters  

 Local 1073 IAFF
Mona Duquette 
 by Ann and Herman Anderson
 by Rev. Daniel B. Brunton
 by Rod, Sue and Andy Cober
 by Angela and John Croce
 by Suzi and Frank D’Annolfo
 by Mary and Jerry D’Apice

 by Marie DiTaranto
 by Dr. and Mrs. Robert E.  

 Dunn
 by Sheila and Jeffrey Fortier
 by Claire Giovanetti
 by Judith Ann Keane
 by Fred and Meg Kundahl
 by Dominic and Gloria  

 La Rosa
 by Tuyet Suong T Le
 by Dr. Karen L. List
 by Mrs. N. Eudora Lyhne
 by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas  

 Moriarty
 by Jean Pellerin
 by Carol and John Small
 by Sam and Ellen Spratlin
 by St. Christopher’s Catholic  

 Women’s Club
 by Deborah Zipkin and  

 Allan Polak
Florence L. Fayer 

by Martha Rennie
Rose Gallo
 by The Fortunas
Kristine B. Guest
 by Stephen and Ellen Guest
Zelda and Bob Lowenstein
 by Anita Schiller
Susan Parker
 by Nancy Clinton Parker
Winifred Rohrbaugh
 by Mark Rohrbaugh
Tom Ryan
 by Beth and Mark Ryan
Kristina Stahl
 by Bill and Karin Stahl
Connie Whitton 
 by Randi Leopold

In-kind Donations
Aiken School
Aiken School PTO
Anonymous
Bonnie Antarsh
Dee Bailey
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* Donor to endowment fund
**Member, Builders for the Future
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Friends ($50-$99)
Anonymous
Carolyn Arvidson*
Steven Asher and Gladys Williams
Marc Bassos
Haydee Bish
Ginny and Paul Blanch
Bryan Block
Peter and Ronnie Blum
Jonathan Bobaljik
Margaret Buck
Tim and Patty Buckley
Taylor and Kitty Cahill
Zena Carp
R. H. Cave
Catherine M. Conlin
Dr. and Mrs. William Conrad
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M.  

Cosgrove, Jr.
Rosemary and Steve DaCunha
Suzi and Frank D’Annolfo
Mary and Jerry D’Apice
Norma Deck
Colton DeGrand
Rosemarie and Gerry Del Piano
Rick and Betsy Dillon
Marie DiTaranto
Jeanne and Bob Doerr
Jan and Syd Elkin
Angelo and Tani Faenza
Ashley Fern
Norman and Cheryl Fine
Edward D. Gladstone
Dawn and Jim Goldstein
Douglas Gordon
Margaret A. Griffin
Penni and Rich Grigoraitis*
Gordon Gross
Marcia and Bob Hall
Anne M. Hamilton
George and Laura Hastings**
Dolph and Judy Highmark
Eleanor Horn
Joan Hurwitz
Lele and Ralph Kadden
John and Jane Keleher

The Kitz Family
Dr. and Mrs. Rolf Knoll
Fred and Meg Kundahl
Steve and Ann Marie Lancor
Shelley and Robert Langer
Marilyn Lattanzi
Joe and Nancy Maglio
Ona and Tom Mastronarde
Tonie LaPenta Matthews
Erin McGinn
Vicki Merriam
Martha and Andrew Miser
Barbara and Edward Molyneaux*
Kurt and Deborah Moyer
Roy and Beverly Nelson
Ann Nichols and Lawrence Fox
Katie and Jonathan Oakleaf
Claudia and Brendan O’Connell
Margaret Farrell O’Keefe
Janet Ossen
Susan Peterman
Eric and Jane Rosenberg
Jim and Anne Rotondo
Henryk Rybka
Mary Sargent
Helen and Henry Savage
Michael and Judy Seder
Donna Shackett
Richard and Jeanmarie Shea
Alyse and Jay Sicklick
Jane Zande and Jeff Smith
Joe and Ellen Spalluto
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sterpka, Jr.
Marcia and James Sutton
June and Wade Terry, Jr.
Tony and Pam Torsiello
Peter Doelger and Nancy Trout
Paul and Joanie Vicinus
Brian and Diane Vitale
Judith S. Wawro*
Dr. David L. Weil
Francene and Jeremy Weingast
Dr. Joseph and Arlene Weiss
Carolyn Wilcox
Jacqueline Wilson and  

Wendy Furniss

Other Contributors
Mrs. Sally H. Allen*
Ann and Herman Anderson
Dee Bailey
The Bellucci Family
Stephen Benedetto
Carolyn Bernstein
Chip and Betsy Booth
Zachary Braun
Ellie and Garrett Brown
Seth and Betsy Brown
Alyce E. Cariseo
Cynthia Carloni
Susan Carta and  

Ralph Braithwaite
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell B. Cohen*
Dennis and Dinah Coleman
Jerry Cook
Ronald E. Coons
Angela and John Croce
Virginia Cushing
Steve Derby
Michele Dolan
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Dunn
John and Faye Ewen
Wendy and Dick Fair
Sherry Feinglass
Sheila and Jeffrey Fortier
Claire Giovanetti
Lynn Goldfarb
Rev. Peter and Jeanne Grandy
Paul Gudiatis
Frank and Denise Haas
Win Heimer
Jim and Lil Iannone
Jared and Karen Insel
Arthur and Susan Israel
Judith Ann Keane
Dominic and Gloria La Rosa
Tuyet Suong T Le
Randi Leopold
Amy Lowenstein and  

Dan Schwarzkopf
Mrs. N. Eudora Lyhne
Diana Mark Malchoff
Rachel and Mitch Marcus

* Donor to endowment fund
**Member, Builders for the Future

“Show Your True Colors”

The 2016 Ball Committee members pose for a photo at the start of the ball. Standing (l-r) Flo Votta, Dana 
Kuhl, Mary Ellen Flege, Liz Wilcox, Rebecca Holmes, Shelley Mendoza, Cheri Stabnick, Beth Ryan, Dee 
Newton, Carol Lorenzo, Cyndi Brown, Laury Currier, Stacy Raney, Kara Flanagan, Sue Healey, Nancy 
Hunt.  Sitting (l-r) Mary Butler, Nancy Kennedy, Heather Clifford, Lynn Jimenez, Martha Rennie, Judy 
Bierly, Ellen Sayers, Paula Stabnick, Kara Langan, Laura Giannone.  Missing from the photo: Barbara 
Kreitner, Kristin Magendantz.

Guests Tom and Anne Condon study the silent 
auction items.

Kate Hann enjoys the gala.

Honorary Chairs Matt Winter and Jane Lehman address the audience.  
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Bridge Executive Director 
Margaret Hann enjoys 
Scot’s antics.

“Show Your True Colors”

Alecia Hogan, Manager, 
Community Affairs, UTC, 
the Galaxy Sponsor of the 
Ball; Scott Hogan.

Anne Reilly enjoys the Live 
Auction.

Scot Haney entertains the crowd.

Webster Bank Table, Sapphire Sponsor of the Ball — Seated  
(l-r) Margaret Coviello; Shannan Morris; Dawn Morris, EVP of 
Marketing at Webster Bank; Denise Hall, SVP & Treasury Sales 
Manager at Webster Bank. Standing (l-r): Michael Harrigan; Mark 
and Elaine Walker; Nancy Scirocco, Webster Bank;  
Michael Scirocco; Tom Hall. 

John L. Flannery
Gordon Fontenot
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Fowler
Nina and Evan Fox
Anthony J. Francoline
Mr. Nathan Frank
Amanda W. Freymann
Sarah Freymann
Nicole and Tom Fromson
The Gabinelle Family
Lavinia Gardner
Suzanne Gates
Bob and Gloria Gery
Charles and Alena Gfeller
Linda and Ira Goldman
Jim and Amy Goldman
John and Corinne Griffin
Elizabeth Groff
Stephen and Ellen Guest
Drs. Robert Weinstein and Wendy 

Habelow
Joan Hagan
Greg and Karen Hammond**
Bruce Harowicz
Elwyn and Elsie Harp
William Uricchio and  

Katherine Hart
Jenn and Randy Herz
Kathleen and Chris Hindman
Gary and Deborah Hoffman
Neil and Laura Holt
Richard and Beverly Hughes
Helen and Don Hughlett
Anne H. Isbister
Keats Jarmon
The Jeroszko Family
Margaret R. Johnson
Hon. Nancy L. Johnson
Llyn Kaimowitz
Andreas and Sophie 

Kapetanopoulos
Dr. Edward and Tobye Karl
Violetta and John Kava
Mary Jean Kilfoil*
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Kosto
Beverly Simpson Kothe

Ilze Krisst*
Sarah and Shelley Kroll
David Kulle and Clare Philips
Fred and Meg Kundahl
Kevin Leahy
Mark and Dijuana Lewis
Laura Linabury
Dr. Karen L. List
Mark and Amy Litke
Jeanne Lopatosky
Rachel Lutzker and  

David Jorgensen
Patricia and John Maciag
Diana MacPherson and  

Robert Farr*
Michele Maresca and  

Peter Royer
John and Debbie Mayo
James McLellan
Dina Plapler and Earl McMahon
Mark Melanson
Jonathan and Sheila Mellitz
Harry Meyer
Kris Montgomery
The Honorable and  

Mrs. John D. Moore
Howard and Esther Multer
Kevin and Shannon Munson
Kelly Murphy
Jon and Dee Newton
Mami Nishimune
Tom and Carol O’Shea
Rebecca Paolino
Beth and Dan Papermaster
Nancy Clinton Parker**
Jennifer and William Pennoyer
Marcie and Larry Percival
Amy Raider
Emily W. Rankin**
Charles McCormack and  

Alice Rennie
Annemarie Riemer and  

Rick Voigt
Viviann and Jon Rubin
Mary and Gideon Rutenberg
Larry Samplatsky

Martha and David Sanborn*
Alese Scales
Anita Schiller
Lois Schneeberger*
Kimberly Schrader
Joel and Judy Schuck
Anand and Nirupa Sekaran
Barbara and Ted Sergi
Haig and Leeny Shahverdian
Norman Shapiro
Julie and Erek Sharp
Charles and Dana Shimkus
Ronit and Scott Shoham
Thomas and Madelyn Sinatro
Claudia G. Skarvinko
Carol and John Small
Elizabeth Smith
Jesse Sorrentino and  

Jordanna Dzierga
Edward and Tiffany Spinella
John and Barbara Sprainitis
Paula and Andrew Stabnick
Bill and Karin Stahl*
Andrew and Sandra Stern
David and Marie Stone
Nancy Stone and Josh Stein
Kevin B. Sullivan and  

Carolyn Thornberry
Sue Theden and Sandy Falconer
Kim Townsend
Ted Tucci and Nancy Hronek
Linda and Vince Valvo
Mark and Elaine Walker*
Melinda Walwer
Kerry and Melanie Warren
Barbara and Richard Washburn
Jaqueline and Michael Wasta
Anna and Steve Webersen
Kelly Weldon
Laura and Michael Wilson
Kathy and Steve Wilson
Robert K. Yass and Mary-Jane Eisen
Mark C. Yellin & Laura Z. Yellin & 

Family
Jessica and Eric Zachs
Ellen and Peter Zeman

* Donor to endowment fund
**Member, Builders for the Future

17



916

Clint and Nancy Roberts
Mark Rohrbaugh
Toni Fatone and Robert Rutstein
Jamie and Catherine Scrimgeour
Lisa Seltzer
Michael and Valerie Sorensen
Sarah and Peter Stephen
Deborah Szajnberg
Michael and Kim Waggoner
Paul and Denise Williams
Cathy and Martin Woods
Andy and Doreen Zaback
William Ziegenbalg

Supporters ($250-$499)
Susan Adams
Dr. Elizabeth Alligood
Karen and Dave Andes
Elizabeth Appel
Rob and Katy Braiewa
Rick and Jill Campbell
Shari and Michael Cantor
Chuck and Cheryl Chiarello
Thomas and Mary Ellen Cody
Marty and Nancy Coursey
Laury and Allen Currier
Jim and Lois Dailey
Paul and Nancy Dean
Nancy and Matthew Dunbar
Susan and Jim Finnegan
Kara and Sean Flanagan
Charles and Charlotte Fortune
Michael and Peggy Genovesi*
John and Kim Glooch
Blanche and Steve Goldenberg*
Wes and Karin Guzek
Denise and Tom Hall
Kathryn Hann
Dr. Felice Heller
Erica Henst
Jay and Joan Hershman
Duke and Kitty Horigan
Jim and Mary Hourdequin
Lynn and Michael Jimenez
Alice Johansson
Nancy and Robert Kennedy

Michael and Teisha Kothe*
Stephanie Lane
Matt Ledoux and Marta Garbayo
Janet and Charlie Lenore
Sharon and Ken Levine
Carolyn and Jon Linkov
Doug and Debbie Lojko
Sally and Tim Lynch
John and Beth Lynch
Robert and Elizabeth Melvin
Shelley and Greg Mendoza
Tony and Leah Molyneux
John and Ellen Moran
Lisa B. Namerow and  

Fred F. Tilden
Peter and Elaine Nigro
David and Barbara Palten
Clinton and Nancy Roberts
Allan Paul and Carol Rosenblatt
Kristi Perkins
Tyler and Heather Polk
Dorjan and Mira Puka
Nancy Rankin and Hugh Macgill
Jack and Sali Riege**
Mike and Michele Rulnick
Michael Saunders
Chris and Scott Schuck
Wanda Schulman and  

Harold Blinderman
Mark and Eileen Seiger
Janet and Steven Selden
Jonathan and Bev Seymour
Dom and Ornella Socci
Sam and Ellen Spratlin
Pete and Jennifer Stockwell
Chris and Donna Tharau
Mark and Ava Torello
Paul and Bev Truebig
Patricia and Michael Tyler
Michael and Kim Waggoner
Kimberly and Steven Wahlberg
Sharon and Dave Ware
The Wilcox Family
Terri Winger
Matthew and Maureen Zagami
Deborah Zipkin and Allan Polak*

Special Friends  ($100-$249)
Kurt and Beth Ahlstrand
Ray and Barbara Andrews
Anonymous
Ronald Apter and Carrie Berman
Shelly and Don Aronson
Jeanne Auerbach
Ariane and Jerome Barrillon
Richard and Kathryn Benashski
Ken Blain
Paul Bobruff and Family
Phil and Valerie Bonee*
Jay and Mare Boucher
Robert and Collette Bouvier
Rev. Daniel B. Brunton
Israel Horowitz and  

Sondra Camhi
Eleanor Caplan
Robert Cosgrove and  

Jennifer Charbonnier
Ron and Alisha Cipriano
David L. Clay**
Rod, Sue and Andy Cober
Brad and Bonnie Collins
Paul and Keely Connery
Marty and Ginny Connors
Jerry Cook
Marissa Crean
Amy and Kurt Cubbage
Sharon and Fred Dalton
Donald Davidson*
John and Didi Deans
Denise deFiebre
Patricia Direnzo
Elana and Ofer Doron
Robin Drago-Provencher
Jeff and Jody Dufresne
Darlene Dunbar
James and Isabelle English
Kathryn Engustian and  

Ted Doolittle
Jen and Jim Evans
Caryn Falvey
Tom and Trisha Fay
Art Feltman and Dale Wallington
Bella and Judd Fink

* Donor to endowment fund
**Member, Builders for the Future

“Show Your True Colors”

Heather Clifford, a member 
of the ball committee, gets 
into the spirit with the 
Timmy Maia Band.

After the showing of a Bridge video, guests 
raise their paddles to bid in the Changing Lives 
Challenge.

Mary Butler, President of the Bridge 
Board of Directors, is solemn as she 
watches the Bridge video. She and her 
husband Paul were Platinum Sponsors 
of the ball.

John Bierly, Platinum Sponsor, and 
Judy Bierly, Bridge Community Service 
Director, confer over bidding at the ball.

9
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12 Donors Join Bridge Leadership Circle
Twelve generous donors were honored at the Bridge’s annual meeting for stepping up to 

join the Bridge Leadership Circle, bringing the group’s total membership to 47.  These caring 
supporters have pledged $1,000 or more annually for three years to build a solid foundation 
the Bridge can count on for its critical work.  Their outstanding commitment will help ensure 
a bright future for the children and families we serve.

Leadership Circle members receive invitations to special events, program tours with 
executive director Margaret Hann, insider information updates, and recognition in our annual 
report.

Amanda and Scott Aronson
Verónica and Carlos Badiola
John and Judy Bierly
Patricia Bowen and Stan Guzek
Cynthia and Scott Brown
Lori M. Budnick
Robert and Barbara Burke
Paul and Mary Butler   
Jeffrey and Jessica Capone
Anne and Jim Carroll
Judy and Olaf Casperson
Halsey and Michele Cook*   
Mary Kay and Andy Curtiss
John and Suzanne DeSimone
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Driscoll
Barbara Foley and Tim Floyd*
Mary and Dick Froeb
Tony and Laura Giannone
Jason C. Goddard, Esq.
Robert and Francine Goldfarb
Peter and Cynthia Gutermann
Susan and Paul Hamilton*
Margaret and Bill Hann

Bill and Susan Healey*
Beth and Tim Herrick
Benjamin Kehl and Barret Katuna
Robert and Deborah Katz
Robert and Jennifer King*
Robert and Dawn Koff
Kara and Kevin Langan
Robert and Tamara Laurie
Jane Lehman and Matthew Winter
Carol and Tom Lorenzo
Stephen and Gail Lowe*
Kristin and Christopher Magendantz
Bill and Lauri McCarthy*
Ki and Tuck Miller
Peter and Chris Peterson*   
Eric and Martha Rennie
Stephen J. Repka, II* 
Beth and Mark Ryan
Ellen and Clem Sayers
John and Jaime Selldorff*
Jennifer and Michael Shiffman*
Brian Smith and Kim McClain
Dick and Cheri Stabnick
Felicia Wilion and Jay Frankel*

To learn about the Leadership Circle and how you can make a difference for children and families, 
please contact Martha Rennie, Director of Development, at (860) 521-8035 ext. 325 or martha@
bridgefamilycenter.org.

Members of the Leadership Circle are:

* New member

Bridge Partnerships Fiscal Year 2015 (July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015)

Heroes ($10,000+)
Jane Lehman and  

Matthew Winter
The McInerney Family

Champions ($5,000-$9,999)
John and Judy Bierly*
Robert and Barbara Burke**
Paul and Mary Butler
Robert and Dawn Koff
Gail and Steve Lowe*

Leaders ($2,500-$4,999)
Dawn and Eric Batchelder
Jeff and Jessica Capone
Anne and Jim Carroll
Gene and Lori Cavanaugh
John and Suzanne DeSimone
Bob and Frankie Goldfarb
Margaret and Bill Hann**
Bill and Susan Healey
Rebecca and Gary Holmes
Robert and Tamara Laurie
Brian R. Smith and  

Kim K.V. McClain*

Bridge Builders ($1,000-$2,499)
Amanda and Scott Aronson
Verónica and Carlos Badiola
Trish Bowen and Stan Guzek*
Cyndi and Scott Brown
Lori M. Budnick* **
Caroline and Christopher Calio*
Richard and Elaine Cartland
Halsey and Michele Cook
Mary Kay and Andy Curtiss
Kathryn Deane
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. 

Driscoll
Barbara Foley and Tim Floyd
Mary and Dick Froeb

Tony and Laura Giannone
Wayne and Suzanne Giuffrida
Jason C. Goddard, Esq.
Ellen and Peter Gundersen
Peter and Cynthia Gutermann
Susan and Paul Hamilton
Beth and Tim Herrick*
Robert and Deborah Katz
Benjamin Kehl and  

Barret Katuna* **
Robert and Jennifer King
Doug and Lynn Knight
Kim Knox and Peter Macdonald
Kara and Kevin Langan
Carol and Tom Lorenzo
William A. MacDonnell, D.D.S.*
Kristin and Christopher 

Magendantz
Bill and Lauri McCarthy
Lindsey and Scott McPhee
Ki and Tuck Miller
Sean and Cara Moylan
Michelle and Tom Murphy
Mark and Luanne Paley
Lori and Jim Pennito
Brewster and Judith Perkins*
Peter and Chris Peterson
Michael and Elizabeth Reilly
Eric and Martha Rennie*
Stephen J. Repka, II
Beth and Mark Ryan*
José and Madonna Santos
Ellen and Clem Sayers
Dick and Cheri Stabnick
Sherri and Patrick Thompson
Ben and Libby Wallace
Felicia Wilion and Jay Frankel

Sustainers ($500-$999)
Beth and Cony Abbatemarco
Jeff and Kristin Anderson
Anonymous

Deanna and Peter Appleton
Karen and James Bachman
Melanie and Carlos Ballestas
Chris and Stephanie Barnes
Lisa Bongiovi and Lawrence 

Josiah
Mims Butterworth
Judy and Olaf Casperson
Heather and Mike Clifford
Tom and Anne Condon
Dr. Nancy M. DePalma
William C. Doran and  

Susan C. Doran
The Dulitskys
Mary Ellen and Steven Flege
The Fortunas
Ruth and Jeff Freymann
Gail and Herbert Glick
Chelsea Gomez and  

Anthony Starkowski
Michael and Rosalyn Gregg
Doris and Ray Guenter
Mr. and Mrs. William Hastings
Neale and Carol Jane Hauss
Robert Hinton
Nancy and Don Hunt
Jennifer Johnson-McLennon  

and Craig McLennon
Joan and Zach Karas
Eileen and Hal Kraus
Tom and Caroline Leite
Jannine and Ed Leshem
Thomas and Hollace Lorch*
Robert A. Low
Mrs. Patricia Macdonald
Ed and Beth McGovern
Peter and Kimberly Moster
Merrily G. Moynihan
Jim and Lori O’Connor
Tom and Natalie Pelland
Patrick and Katarina Preux
Mary Grace and Jack Reed

The Bridge Family Center is very grateful 
to all of YOU—our supporters in fiscal year 2015!

Member, Bridge Leadership Circle
* Donor to endowment fund
**Member, Builders for the Future
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Thanks to our Special Donors Who Are Supporting the Bridge’s Future

Builders for the Future
The Bridge’s Planned Giving Society, Builders for the Future, honors donors who have made 

a bequest or other planned gift to support our future and leave a legacy for many generations to 
come.  Joining is simple: just include us in your will and let us know you have done so.  Any size gift 
qualifies you for permanent membership.

Benjamin Kehl, a wealth management advisor with Kehl 
Financial and Bridge Board member, and his wife, Dr. Barret 
Katuna, care greatly about their community and wanted to make 
a lasting impact through their estate planning, while at the same 
time providing for their family.  They named the Bridge as a 
beneficiary of Ben’s life insurance policies and stated, “Now that 
we are parents to twin sons, we have an even greater appreciation 
for the services that organizations like The Bridge Family Center 
provide to so many families in our community.  We continue to be 
impressed with the Bridge’s programming for so many children and teens whose success greatly 
depends on this support.  We feel assured knowing that the Bridge will always be a sanctuary in the 
Greater Hartford community for families in need.”

We are grateful for this most profound level of support for the Bridge and are proud to recognize 
the members of Builders for the Future: 

Lori M. Budnick
Robert J. Burke*
David L. Clay
Greg Hammond

Margaret A. Hann
George C. Hastings
Benjamin E. Kehl and  
 Barret Katuna*

Nancy Clinton Parker
Emily W. Rankin 
Sali G. Riege

The Bridge Family Center Fund
The Bridge is also pleased to recognize the generous donors to The Bridge Family Center 

Fund, our endowment fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving.  Along with members of 
Builders for the Future, these donors are committed to ensuring our ability to meet the needs of 
children and families far into the future.  Contributors this year are:

Carolyn Arvidson*
John and Judy Bierly
Dr. Tim and Karen Brown
Mitchell and Ann Cohen

* New member

* New contributor

You can make a lasting difference for the children and families of our community by making 
an outright or planned gift, such as a bequest, to The Bridge Family Center Fund.  The Hartford 
Foundation provides management expertise, is a resource for advice on planned giving to the 
Bridge, and can work directly with you and your advisors on structuring a gift to the Fund.

To learn more about giving to The Bridge Family Center Fund or joining Builders for the Future, 
please contact Martha Rennie, Director of Development, at (860) 521-8035 ext. 325 or martha@
bridgefamilycenter.org.  More information is available on our website, www.bridgefamilycenter.org.

James E. Curry and  
 Kathleen M. McIntosh*
Mary Jean Kilfoil
Mike and Teisha Kothe
Gail and Stephen Lowe

William A. MacDonnell, D.D.S.
Bob and Heather Martocci
Beth and Mark Ryan
Lois Schneeberger
Bill and Karin Stahl*
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Donor Profile: Ellen and Clem Sayers
Giving Back to Enrich Children’s Lives

Over the years, generous community members have 
been the bedrock of support for the Bridge’s mission of 
helping children and families overcome life’s challenges 
and build fulfilling lives.  With their passion, generosity, 
and can-do attitude, Ellen and Clem Sayers have given of 
themselves in countless ways to help realize our vision of 
serving Every family, every child, every time.

Both Ellen and Clem were born in West Hartford and 
have seen many changes since they grew up and raised 
their own children here.  “It’s always been a great town, with excellent schools and many ways 
of getting involved,” says Ellen.  “People from all backgrounds and countries have changed the 
town for the better, but today more residents need some help to succeed and thrive.”  They believe 
strongly in giving back to the town they love; as Clem says, “With so many choices for charitable 
giving, it’s great to see the difference you can make right here in your own community.”

Ellen relates, “Judy Bierly [the Bridge’s community services director] was our neighbor and 
asked our friend Cheri Stabnick and me to join the Ball committee from the beginning, in 1999.  
We’ve been involved ever since.”  Ellen is a talented calligrapher and has designed the Ball 
logo, invitations, and event signage each year.  Her creativity and enthusiasm have sparked the 
volunteers’ transformation of the Hartford Golf Club into a uniquely beautiful and magical space, 
with every element tied into the gala’s annual theme.

Clem’s business, Rogo Distributors, is a Gold sponsor of the Ball, and through his business 
relationships Clem has secured wonderful items for the live and silent auctions—exclusive wines, 
tickets to major sporting events, in-home dinners with Chef Billy Grant, tours of Boston’s Harpoon 
Brewery, and more.  He and Ellen are modest about their efforts, and when asked about doing 
something for the Bridge or the Ball, simply say, “Of course.”  From supplying Stewart Sodas for 
our booth at Celebrate! West Hartford to printing the Ball banner for display on the Town Green, 
they are gracious, supportive, and happy to pitch in.

Children, Music, and Community
Ellen and Clem are the proud parents of three adult sons, all of whom excelled in Hall High 

School’s music program under the inspirational leadership of Haig Shahverdian.  “Our family 
activity was music,” says Ellen.  Concerned that gifted students without financial resources might 
not have the opportunities their own children had, Ellen and Clem were founding members of 
Gifts of Music, which supports music lessons and instrument recycling for talented young West 
Hartford musicians in grades 5-12.

When the Bridge formed its Leadership Circle two years ago, Clem and Ellen were among the 
first to step up as charter members. “Our involvement with the Bridge is a natural progression 
of the community involvement we learned from our parents when we were growing up,” they 
comment.  “Margaret Hann is an extremely impressive leader with a great heart.  We know the 
Bridge is here for the children who need help today and will be here for future generations.”

Ellen and Clem derive great joy from seeing the impact of their giving of “time, talent, and 
treasure.”  Please join them in supporting the Bridge to build a brighter future for our families and 
community.

Making a Lasting Difference
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Revenue

Expenses

12

The Bridge Family Center, Inc.
  Temporarily
 Unrestricted Restricted Total

INCOME
Revenue  

Government 6,445,492   6,445,492 
Local and Other 341,164   341,164
Program Fees and other 558,873   558,873
Net assets released from restriction– 116,831  (116,831) 0 

satisfaction of program purposes 
Charitable Contributions:

Corporations and Foundations 272,320  268,330  540,650 
Individuals 141,110   141,110 
Special Event 309,101   309,101 

Total Income 8,184,891  151,499  8,336,390 
  
EXPENSES

Program Services  
STAR West Hartford 653,662   653,662 
STAR Southington 619,481   619,481 
STAR Manchester 640,641   640,641 
STAR Harwinton 616,830   616,830 
STAR Wolcott 664,422   664,422 
Transitional Living/Supportive Work Educ. 656,108   656,108 
Therapeutic Group Home 770,127   770,127 
Youth and Family Services 863,848   863,848 
Family Resource Center 473,293   473,293 
Community Housing Assistance Program 205,669   205,669 
Community Based Life Skills 79,106   79,106 
Youth in Transition 157,656   157,656 

  
Total Program Services 6,400,843   6,400,843
  

Supporting Services  
Management and General 1,109,664   1,109,664
Fundraising  264,604   264,604 

Total Supporting Services 1,374,268   1,374,268
  
Total Expenses 7,775,111   7,775,111 

Change in Net Assets 409,780  151,499  561,279

NET ASSETS, beginning of the year 2,257,478  149,710  2,407,188 

NET ASSETS, end of the year 2,667,258  301,209  2,968,467 

Income and Expenses — Year Ending June 30, 2015
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for the services that organizations like The Bridge Family Center 
provide to so many families in our community.  We continue to be 
impressed with the Bridge’s programming for so many children and teens whose success greatly 
depends on this support.  We feel assured knowing that the Bridge will always be a sanctuary in the 
Greater Hartford community for families in need.”

We are grateful for this most profound level of support for the Bridge and are proud to recognize 
the members of Builders for the Future: 

Lori M. Budnick
Robert J. Burke*
David L. Clay
Greg Hammond

Margaret A. Hann
George C. Hastings
Benjamin E. Kehl and  
 Barret Katuna*

Nancy Clinton Parker
Emily W. Rankin 
Sali G. Riege

The Bridge Family Center Fund
The Bridge is also pleased to recognize the generous donors to The Bridge Family Center 

Fund, our endowment fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving.  Along with members of 
Builders for the Future, these donors are committed to ensuring our ability to meet the needs of 
children and families far into the future.  Contributors this year are:

Carolyn Arvidson*
John and Judy Bierly
Dr. Tim and Karen Brown
Mitchell and Ann Cohen

* New member

* New contributor

You can make a lasting difference for the children and families of our community by making 
an outright or planned gift, such as a bequest, to The Bridge Family Center Fund.  The Hartford 
Foundation provides management expertise, is a resource for advice on planned giving to the 
Bridge, and can work directly with you and your advisors on structuring a gift to the Fund.

To learn more about giving to The Bridge Family Center Fund or joining Builders for the Future, 
please contact Martha Rennie, Director of Development, at (860) 521-8035 ext. 325 or martha@
bridgefamilycenter.org.  More information is available on our website, www.bridgefamilycenter.org.

James E. Curry and  
 Kathleen M. McIntosh*
Mary Jean Kilfoil
Mike and Teisha Kothe
Gail and Stephen Lowe

William A. MacDonnell, D.D.S.
Bob and Heather Martocci
Beth and Mark Ryan
Lois Schneeberger
Bill and Karin Stahl*
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Donor Profile: Ellen and Clem Sayers
Giving Back to Enrich Children’s Lives

Over the years, generous community members have 
been the bedrock of support for the Bridge’s mission of 
helping children and families overcome life’s challenges 
and build fulfilling lives.  With their passion, generosity, 
and can-do attitude, Ellen and Clem Sayers have given of 
themselves in countless ways to help realize our vision of 
serving Every family, every child, every time.

Both Ellen and Clem were born in West Hartford and 
have seen many changes since they grew up and raised 
their own children here.  “It’s always been a great town, with excellent schools and many ways 
of getting involved,” says Ellen.  “People from all backgrounds and countries have changed the 
town for the better, but today more residents need some help to succeed and thrive.”  They believe 
strongly in giving back to the town they love; as Clem says, “With so many choices for charitable 
giving, it’s great to see the difference you can make right here in your own community.”

Ellen relates, “Judy Bierly [the Bridge’s community services director] was our neighbor and 
asked our friend Cheri Stabnick and me to join the Ball committee from the beginning, in 1999.  
We’ve been involved ever since.”  Ellen is a talented calligrapher and has designed the Ball 
logo, invitations, and event signage each year.  Her creativity and enthusiasm have sparked the 
volunteers’ transformation of the Hartford Golf Club into a uniquely beautiful and magical space, 
with every element tied into the gala’s annual theme.

Clem’s business, Rogo Distributors, is a Gold sponsor of the Ball, and through his business 
relationships Clem has secured wonderful items for the live and silent auctions—exclusive wines, 
tickets to major sporting events, in-home dinners with Chef Billy Grant, tours of Boston’s Harpoon 
Brewery, and more.  He and Ellen are modest about their efforts, and when asked about doing 
something for the Bridge or the Ball, simply say, “Of course.”  From supplying Stewart Sodas for 
our booth at Celebrate! West Hartford to printing the Ball banner for display on the Town Green, 
they are gracious, supportive, and happy to pitch in.

Children, Music, and Community
Ellen and Clem are the proud parents of three adult sons, all of whom excelled in Hall High 

School’s music program under the inspirational leadership of Haig Shahverdian.  “Our family 
activity was music,” says Ellen.  Concerned that gifted students without financial resources might 
not have the opportunities their own children had, Ellen and Clem were founding members of 
Gifts of Music, which supports music lessons and instrument recycling for talented young West 
Hartford musicians in grades 5-12.

When the Bridge formed its Leadership Circle two years ago, Clem and Ellen were among the 
first to step up as charter members. “Our involvement with the Bridge is a natural progression 
of the community involvement we learned from our parents when we were growing up,” they 
comment.  “Margaret Hann is an extremely impressive leader with a great heart.  We know the 
Bridge is here for the children who need help today and will be here for future generations.”

Ellen and Clem derive great joy from seeing the impact of their giving of “time, talent, and 
treasure.”  Please join them in supporting the Bridge to build a brighter future for our families and 
community.

Making a Lasting Difference
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12 Donors Join Bridge Leadership Circle
Twelve generous donors were honored at the Bridge’s annual meeting for stepping up to 

join the Bridge Leadership Circle, bringing the group’s total membership to 47.  These caring 
supporters have pledged $1,000 or more annually for three years to build a solid foundation 
the Bridge can count on for its critical work.  Their outstanding commitment will help ensure 
a bright future for the children and families we serve.

Leadership Circle members receive invitations to special events, program tours with 
executive director Margaret Hann, insider information updates, and recognition in our annual 
report.

Amanda and Scott Aronson
Verónica and Carlos Badiola
John and Judy Bierly
Patricia Bowen and Stan Guzek
Cynthia and Scott Brown
Lori M. Budnick
Robert and Barbara Burke
Paul and Mary Butler   
Jeffrey and Jessica Capone
Anne and Jim Carroll
Judy and Olaf Casperson
Halsey and Michele Cook*   
Mary Kay and Andy Curtiss
John and Suzanne DeSimone
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Driscoll
Barbara Foley and Tim Floyd*
Mary and Dick Froeb
Tony and Laura Giannone
Jason C. Goddard, Esq.
Robert and Francine Goldfarb
Peter and Cynthia Gutermann
Susan and Paul Hamilton*
Margaret and Bill Hann

Bill and Susan Healey*
Beth and Tim Herrick
Benjamin Kehl and Barret Katuna
Robert and Deborah Katz
Robert and Jennifer King*
Robert and Dawn Koff
Kara and Kevin Langan
Robert and Tamara Laurie
Jane Lehman and Matthew Winter
Carol and Tom Lorenzo
Stephen and Gail Lowe*
Kristin and Christopher Magendantz
Bill and Lauri McCarthy*
Ki and Tuck Miller
Peter and Chris Peterson*   
Eric and Martha Rennie
Stephen J. Repka, II* 
Beth and Mark Ryan
Ellen and Clem Sayers
John and Jaime Selldorff*
Jennifer and Michael Shiffman*
Brian Smith and Kim McClain
Dick and Cheri Stabnick
Felicia Wilion and Jay Frankel*

To learn about the Leadership Circle and how you can make a difference for children and families, 
please contact Martha Rennie, Director of Development, at (860) 521-8035 ext. 325 or martha@
bridgefamilycenter.org.

Members of the Leadership Circle are:

* New member

Bridge Partnerships Fiscal Year 2015 (July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015)

Heroes ($10,000+)
Jane Lehman and  

Matthew Winter
The McInerney Family

Champions ($5,000-$9,999)
John and Judy Bierly*
Robert and Barbara Burke**
Paul and Mary Butler
Robert and Dawn Koff
Gail and Steve Lowe*

Leaders ($2,500-$4,999)
Dawn and Eric Batchelder
Jeff and Jessica Capone
Anne and Jim Carroll
Gene and Lori Cavanaugh
John and Suzanne DeSimone
Bob and Frankie Goldfarb
Margaret and Bill Hann**
Bill and Susan Healey
Rebecca and Gary Holmes
Robert and Tamara Laurie
Brian R. Smith and  

Kim K.V. McClain*

Bridge Builders ($1,000-$2,499)
Amanda and Scott Aronson
Verónica and Carlos Badiola
Trish Bowen and Stan Guzek*
Cyndi and Scott Brown
Lori M. Budnick* **
Caroline and Christopher Calio*
Richard and Elaine Cartland
Halsey and Michele Cook
Mary Kay and Andy Curtiss
Kathryn Deane
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. 

Driscoll
Barbara Foley and Tim Floyd
Mary and Dick Froeb

Tony and Laura Giannone
Wayne and Suzanne Giuffrida
Jason C. Goddard, Esq.
Ellen and Peter Gundersen
Peter and Cynthia Gutermann
Susan and Paul Hamilton
Beth and Tim Herrick*
Robert and Deborah Katz
Benjamin Kehl and  

Barret Katuna* **
Robert and Jennifer King
Doug and Lynn Knight
Kim Knox and Peter Macdonald
Kara and Kevin Langan
Carol and Tom Lorenzo
William A. MacDonnell, D.D.S.*
Kristin and Christopher 

Magendantz
Bill and Lauri McCarthy
Lindsey and Scott McPhee
Ki and Tuck Miller
Sean and Cara Moylan
Michelle and Tom Murphy
Mark and Luanne Paley
Lori and Jim Pennito
Brewster and Judith Perkins*
Peter and Chris Peterson
Michael and Elizabeth Reilly
Eric and Martha Rennie*
Stephen J. Repka, II
Beth and Mark Ryan*
José and Madonna Santos
Ellen and Clem Sayers
Dick and Cheri Stabnick
Sherri and Patrick Thompson
Ben and Libby Wallace
Felicia Wilion and Jay Frankel

Sustainers ($500-$999)
Beth and Cony Abbatemarco
Jeff and Kristin Anderson
Anonymous

Deanna and Peter Appleton
Karen and James Bachman
Melanie and Carlos Ballestas
Chris and Stephanie Barnes
Lisa Bongiovi and Lawrence 

Josiah
Mims Butterworth
Judy and Olaf Casperson
Heather and Mike Clifford
Tom and Anne Condon
Dr. Nancy M. DePalma
William C. Doran and  

Susan C. Doran
The Dulitskys
Mary Ellen and Steven Flege
The Fortunas
Ruth and Jeff Freymann
Gail and Herbert Glick
Chelsea Gomez and  

Anthony Starkowski
Michael and Rosalyn Gregg
Doris and Ray Guenter
Mr. and Mrs. William Hastings
Neale and Carol Jane Hauss
Robert Hinton
Nancy and Don Hunt
Jennifer Johnson-McLennon  

and Craig McLennon
Joan and Zach Karas
Eileen and Hal Kraus
Tom and Caroline Leite
Jannine and Ed Leshem
Thomas and Hollace Lorch*
Robert A. Low
Mrs. Patricia Macdonald
Ed and Beth McGovern
Peter and Kimberly Moster
Merrily G. Moynihan
Jim and Lori O’Connor
Tom and Natalie Pelland
Patrick and Katarina Preux
Mary Grace and Jack Reed

The Bridge Family Center is very grateful 
to all of YOU—our supporters in fiscal year 2015!

Member, Bridge Leadership Circle
* Donor to endowment fund
**Member, Builders for the Future
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Clint and Nancy Roberts
Mark Rohrbaugh
Toni Fatone and Robert Rutstein
Jamie and Catherine Scrimgeour
Lisa Seltzer
Michael and Valerie Sorensen
Sarah and Peter Stephen
Deborah Szajnberg
Michael and Kim Waggoner
Paul and Denise Williams
Cathy and Martin Woods
Andy and Doreen Zaback
William Ziegenbalg

Supporters ($250-$499)
Susan Adams
Dr. Elizabeth Alligood
Karen and Dave Andes
Elizabeth Appel
Rob and Katy Braiewa
Rick and Jill Campbell
Shari and Michael Cantor
Chuck and Cheryl Chiarello
Thomas and Mary Ellen Cody
Marty and Nancy Coursey
Laury and Allen Currier
Jim and Lois Dailey
Paul and Nancy Dean
Nancy and Matthew Dunbar
Susan and Jim Finnegan
Kara and Sean Flanagan
Charles and Charlotte Fortune
Michael and Peggy Genovesi*
John and Kim Glooch
Blanche and Steve Goldenberg*
Wes and Karin Guzek
Denise and Tom Hall
Kathryn Hann
Dr. Felice Heller
Erica Henst
Jay and Joan Hershman
Duke and Kitty Horigan
Jim and Mary Hourdequin
Lynn and Michael Jimenez
Alice Johansson
Nancy and Robert Kennedy

Michael and Teisha Kothe*
Stephanie Lane
Matt Ledoux and Marta Garbayo
Janet and Charlie Lenore
Sharon and Ken Levine
Carolyn and Jon Linkov
Doug and Debbie Lojko
Sally and Tim Lynch
John and Beth Lynch
Robert and Elizabeth Melvin
Shelley and Greg Mendoza
Tony and Leah Molyneux
John and Ellen Moran
Lisa B. Namerow and  

Fred F. Tilden
Peter and Elaine Nigro
David and Barbara Palten
Clinton and Nancy Roberts
Allan Paul and Carol Rosenblatt
Kristi Perkins
Tyler and Heather Polk
Dorjan and Mira Puka
Nancy Rankin and Hugh Macgill
Jack and Sali Riege**
Mike and Michele Rulnick
Michael Saunders
Chris and Scott Schuck
Wanda Schulman and  

Harold Blinderman
Mark and Eileen Seiger
Janet and Steven Selden
Jonathan and Bev Seymour
Dom and Ornella Socci
Sam and Ellen Spratlin
Pete and Jennifer Stockwell
Chris and Donna Tharau
Mark and Ava Torello
Paul and Bev Truebig
Patricia and Michael Tyler
Michael and Kim Waggoner
Kimberly and Steven Wahlberg
Sharon and Dave Ware
The Wilcox Family
Terri Winger
Matthew and Maureen Zagami
Deborah Zipkin and Allan Polak*

Special Friends  ($100-$249)
Kurt and Beth Ahlstrand
Ray and Barbara Andrews
Anonymous
Ronald Apter and Carrie Berman
Shelly and Don Aronson
Jeanne Auerbach
Ariane and Jerome Barrillon
Richard and Kathryn Benashski
Ken Blain
Paul Bobruff and Family
Phil and Valerie Bonee*
Jay and Mare Boucher
Robert and Collette Bouvier
Rev. Daniel B. Brunton
Israel Horowitz and  

Sondra Camhi
Eleanor Caplan
Robert Cosgrove and  

Jennifer Charbonnier
Ron and Alisha Cipriano
David L. Clay**
Rod, Sue and Andy Cober
Brad and Bonnie Collins
Paul and Keely Connery
Marty and Ginny Connors
Jerry Cook
Marissa Crean
Amy and Kurt Cubbage
Sharon and Fred Dalton
Donald Davidson*
John and Didi Deans
Denise deFiebre
Patricia Direnzo
Elana and Ofer Doron
Robin Drago-Provencher
Jeff and Jody Dufresne
Darlene Dunbar
James and Isabelle English
Kathryn Engustian and  

Ted Doolittle
Jen and Jim Evans
Caryn Falvey
Tom and Trisha Fay
Art Feltman and Dale Wallington
Bella and Judd Fink

* Donor to endowment fund
**Member, Builders for the Future

“Show Your True Colors”

Heather Clifford, a member 
of the ball committee, gets 
into the spirit with the 
Timmy Maia Band.

After the showing of a Bridge video, guests 
raise their paddles to bid in the Changing Lives 
Challenge.

Mary Butler, President of the Bridge 
Board of Directors, is solemn as she 
watches the Bridge video. She and her 
husband Paul were Platinum Sponsors 
of the ball.

John Bierly, Platinum Sponsor, and 
Judy Bierly, Bridge Community Service 
Director, confer over bidding at the ball.

9
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Bridge Executive Director 
Margaret Hann enjoys 
Scot’s antics.

“Show Your True Colors”

Alecia Hogan, Manager, 
Community Affairs, UTC, 
the Galaxy Sponsor of the 
Ball; Scott Hogan.

Anne Reilly enjoys the Live 
Auction.

Scot Haney entertains the crowd.

Webster Bank Table, Sapphire Sponsor of the Ball — Seated  
(l-r) Margaret Coviello; Shannan Morris; Dawn Morris, EVP of 
Marketing at Webster Bank; Denise Hall, SVP & Treasury Sales 
Manager at Webster Bank. Standing (l-r): Michael Harrigan; Mark 
and Elaine Walker; Nancy Scirocco, Webster Bank;  
Michael Scirocco; Tom Hall. 

John L. Flannery
Gordon Fontenot
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Fowler
Nina and Evan Fox
Anthony J. Francoline
Mr. Nathan Frank
Amanda W. Freymann
Sarah Freymann
Nicole and Tom Fromson
The Gabinelle Family
Lavinia Gardner
Suzanne Gates
Bob and Gloria Gery
Charles and Alena Gfeller
Linda and Ira Goldman
Jim and Amy Goldman
John and Corinne Griffin
Elizabeth Groff
Stephen and Ellen Guest
Drs. Robert Weinstein and Wendy 

Habelow
Joan Hagan
Greg and Karen Hammond**
Bruce Harowicz
Elwyn and Elsie Harp
William Uricchio and  

Katherine Hart
Jenn and Randy Herz
Kathleen and Chris Hindman
Gary and Deborah Hoffman
Neil and Laura Holt
Richard and Beverly Hughes
Helen and Don Hughlett
Anne H. Isbister
Keats Jarmon
The Jeroszko Family
Margaret R. Johnson
Hon. Nancy L. Johnson
Llyn Kaimowitz
Andreas and Sophie 

Kapetanopoulos
Dr. Edward and Tobye Karl
Violetta and John Kava
Mary Jean Kilfoil*
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Kosto
Beverly Simpson Kothe

Ilze Krisst*
Sarah and Shelley Kroll
David Kulle and Clare Philips
Fred and Meg Kundahl
Kevin Leahy
Mark and Dijuana Lewis
Laura Linabury
Dr. Karen L. List
Mark and Amy Litke
Jeanne Lopatosky
Rachel Lutzker and  

David Jorgensen
Patricia and John Maciag
Diana MacPherson and  

Robert Farr*
Michele Maresca and  

Peter Royer
John and Debbie Mayo
James McLellan
Dina Plapler and Earl McMahon
Mark Melanson
Jonathan and Sheila Mellitz
Harry Meyer
Kris Montgomery
The Honorable and  

Mrs. John D. Moore
Howard and Esther Multer
Kevin and Shannon Munson
Kelly Murphy
Jon and Dee Newton
Mami Nishimune
Tom and Carol O’Shea
Rebecca Paolino
Beth and Dan Papermaster
Nancy Clinton Parker**
Jennifer and William Pennoyer
Marcie and Larry Percival
Amy Raider
Emily W. Rankin**
Charles McCormack and  

Alice Rennie
Annemarie Riemer and  

Rick Voigt
Viviann and Jon Rubin
Mary and Gideon Rutenberg
Larry Samplatsky

Martha and David Sanborn*
Alese Scales
Anita Schiller
Lois Schneeberger*
Kimberly Schrader
Joel and Judy Schuck
Anand and Nirupa Sekaran
Barbara and Ted Sergi
Haig and Leeny Shahverdian
Norman Shapiro
Julie and Erek Sharp
Charles and Dana Shimkus
Ronit and Scott Shoham
Thomas and Madelyn Sinatro
Claudia G. Skarvinko
Carol and John Small
Elizabeth Smith
Jesse Sorrentino and  

Jordanna Dzierga
Edward and Tiffany Spinella
John and Barbara Sprainitis
Paula and Andrew Stabnick
Bill and Karin Stahl*
Andrew and Sandra Stern
David and Marie Stone
Nancy Stone and Josh Stein
Kevin B. Sullivan and  

Carolyn Thornberry
Sue Theden and Sandy Falconer
Kim Townsend
Ted Tucci and Nancy Hronek
Linda and Vince Valvo
Mark and Elaine Walker*
Melinda Walwer
Kerry and Melanie Warren
Barbara and Richard Washburn
Jaqueline and Michael Wasta
Anna and Steve Webersen
Kelly Weldon
Laura and Michael Wilson
Kathy and Steve Wilson
Robert K. Yass and Mary-Jane Eisen
Mark C. Yellin & Laura Z. Yellin & 

Family
Jessica and Eric Zachs
Ellen and Peter Zeman

* Donor to endowment fund
**Member, Builders for the Future
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Friends ($50-$99)
Anonymous
Carolyn Arvidson*
Steven Asher and Gladys Williams
Marc Bassos
Haydee Bish
Ginny and Paul Blanch
Bryan Block
Peter and Ronnie Blum
Jonathan Bobaljik
Margaret Buck
Tim and Patty Buckley
Taylor and Kitty Cahill
Zena Carp
R. H. Cave
Catherine M. Conlin
Dr. and Mrs. William Conrad
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M.  

Cosgrove, Jr.
Rosemary and Steve DaCunha
Suzi and Frank D’Annolfo
Mary and Jerry D’Apice
Norma Deck
Colton DeGrand
Rosemarie and Gerry Del Piano
Rick and Betsy Dillon
Marie DiTaranto
Jeanne and Bob Doerr
Jan and Syd Elkin
Angelo and Tani Faenza
Ashley Fern
Norman and Cheryl Fine
Edward D. Gladstone
Dawn and Jim Goldstein
Douglas Gordon
Margaret A. Griffin
Penni and Rich Grigoraitis*
Gordon Gross
Marcia and Bob Hall
Anne M. Hamilton
George and Laura Hastings**
Dolph and Judy Highmark
Eleanor Horn
Joan Hurwitz
Lele and Ralph Kadden
John and Jane Keleher

The Kitz Family
Dr. and Mrs. Rolf Knoll
Fred and Meg Kundahl
Steve and Ann Marie Lancor
Shelley and Robert Langer
Marilyn Lattanzi
Joe and Nancy Maglio
Ona and Tom Mastronarde
Tonie LaPenta Matthews
Erin McGinn
Vicki Merriam
Martha and Andrew Miser
Barbara and Edward Molyneaux*
Kurt and Deborah Moyer
Roy and Beverly Nelson
Ann Nichols and Lawrence Fox
Katie and Jonathan Oakleaf
Claudia and Brendan O’Connell
Margaret Farrell O’Keefe
Janet Ossen
Susan Peterman
Eric and Jane Rosenberg
Jim and Anne Rotondo
Henryk Rybka
Mary Sargent
Helen and Henry Savage
Michael and Judy Seder
Donna Shackett
Richard and Jeanmarie Shea
Alyse and Jay Sicklick
Jane Zande and Jeff Smith
Joe and Ellen Spalluto
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sterpka, Jr.
Marcia and James Sutton
June and Wade Terry, Jr.
Tony and Pam Torsiello
Peter Doelger and Nancy Trout
Paul and Joanie Vicinus
Brian and Diane Vitale
Judith S. Wawro*
Dr. David L. Weil
Francene and Jeremy Weingast
Dr. Joseph and Arlene Weiss
Carolyn Wilcox
Jacqueline Wilson and  

Wendy Furniss

Other Contributors
Mrs. Sally H. Allen*
Ann and Herman Anderson
Dee Bailey
The Bellucci Family
Stephen Benedetto
Carolyn Bernstein
Chip and Betsy Booth
Zachary Braun
Ellie and Garrett Brown
Seth and Betsy Brown
Alyce E. Cariseo
Cynthia Carloni
Susan Carta and  

Ralph Braithwaite
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell B. Cohen*
Dennis and Dinah Coleman
Jerry Cook
Ronald E. Coons
Angela and John Croce
Virginia Cushing
Steve Derby
Michele Dolan
Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Dunn
John and Faye Ewen
Wendy and Dick Fair
Sherry Feinglass
Sheila and Jeffrey Fortier
Claire Giovanetti
Lynn Goldfarb
Rev. Peter and Jeanne Grandy
Paul Gudiatis
Frank and Denise Haas
Win Heimer
Jim and Lil Iannone
Jared and Karen Insel
Arthur and Susan Israel
Judith Ann Keane
Dominic and Gloria La Rosa
Tuyet Suong T Le
Randi Leopold
Amy Lowenstein and  

Dan Schwarzkopf
Mrs. N. Eudora Lyhne
Diana Mark Malchoff
Rachel and Mitch Marcus

* Donor to endowment fund
**Member, Builders for the Future

“Show Your True Colors”

The 2016 Ball Committee members pose for a photo at the start of the ball. Standing (l-r) Flo Votta, Dana 
Kuhl, Mary Ellen Flege, Liz Wilcox, Rebecca Holmes, Shelley Mendoza, Cheri Stabnick, Beth Ryan, Dee 
Newton, Carol Lorenzo, Cyndi Brown, Laury Currier, Stacy Raney, Kara Flanagan, Sue Healey, Nancy 
Hunt.  Sitting (l-r) Mary Butler, Nancy Kennedy, Heather Clifford, Lynn Jimenez, Martha Rennie, Judy 
Bierly, Ellen Sayers, Paula Stabnick, Kara Langan, Laura Giannone.  Missing from the photo: Barbara 
Kreitner, Kristin Magendantz.

Guests Tom and Anne Condon study the silent 
auction items.

Kate Hann enjoys the gala.

Honorary Chairs Matt Winter and Jane Lehman address the audience.  
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A Snowstorm Seemed to Add Excitement  
to Our 17th Annual Children’s Charity Ball

On January 23, 2016, we hosted our 17th annual gala, the Children’s Charity Ball, at the 
Hartford Golf Club. In spite of a snowstorm, 335 of the 365 registered guests attended. A 
peacock theme—Show Your True Colors—provided an elegant environment. The evening 
featured a black tie cocktail reception, sit-down dinner, live and silent auctions, and dancing 
to the music of the popular Timmy Maia Band. Matt Winter and Jane Lehman, Allstate 
Insurance Company, were the Honorary Chairs for the second consecutive year. Scot Haney, 
Channel 3 Meteorologist/Co-host of “Better Connecticut,” was the spirited and entertaining 
emcee for the 15th year in a row.

Put next year’s date on your calendar:
Saturday, January 21, 2017

The centerpieces echoed the peacock theme for the evening.

Once again, our community was incredibly generous. The entire event with ticket sales, 
silent and live auctions, a raffle of seven beautiful peacock-themed baskets, and the Changing 
Lives Challenge netted more than $255,000 for our services for children and families in West 
Hartford, the Greater Hartford area and beyond. We are grateful to an incredible group of 
women who spent months planning the gala; to hundreds of businesses and individuals who 
sponsored the event or donated items to the silent and live auctions; to many individuals who 
made monetary donations to support the ball; to our team of gala volunteers; and to our guests 
for the evening.  

Thank you, thank you.

Bob and Heather Martocci*
Ursula Marx*
Harold and Judith Meyer
Rena Miller
Carl Miser
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Moriarty
Jeffrey and Gwen Olmstead*
Diane Papa
Jean Pellerin
Bruce Putterman and Teri Bayer
Harriet and Sherman Radler
Rosario Rojas-Cortijo
Gordon and Marylou Shand
Deanne Shapiro and  

Ted Diesenhaus
Jane and Ed Shaskan
Chip and Julie Simplicio
Norman and Barbara Sousa

Honorary Gifts
In honor of: 
Veronica Badiola
 by Kelly Weldon
Cynthia Brown
 by Deanne Shapiro and  

 Ted Diesenhaus
Patricia Direnzo 
 by Donna Shackett
Farmington Company
 by Boston Mutual Life  

 Insurance Company
Ruth Freymann
 by Eric and Martha Rennie
Ruth Freymann to Support 

Freymann House
 by Colton DeGrand
 by Gordon Fontenot
 by Amanda W. Freymann
 by Sarah Freymann
 by Carl Miser
 by Martha and Andrew Miser
Peggy Parker Grauman
 by Nancy Clinton Parker
Nancy Hunt
 by Richard and Kathryn  

 Benashski

Maggie and Freeman Jones
 by Margaret R. Johnson
Ellen Kadden
 by Lele and Ralph Kadden
Jane Lehman and Matt Winter
 by Lisa Seltzer
Amy Lowenstein
 by Martha Rennie
The Macdonald Family at 

Christmas
 by Mrs. Patricia Macdonald
Blanch D. Maloney
 by Emily W. Rankin
Noah, Ziva and Asher
 by Tony and Leah Molyneux
Judy Nansel, Renee Nansel 

Mangiamele, Julie Powell, 
Michelle Ryan, and Renee 
Ryan

 by Beth and Mark Ryan
Rosario Rojas-Cortijo
 by Ciro Alva
Felicia Wilion
 by Jessica and Eric Zachs
Deborah Zipkin
 by Israel Horowitz and  

 Sondra Camhi
Deborah Zipkin, Margaret Hann 

and the Bridge
 by Robin Drago-Provencher

Memorial Gifts
In memory of:
Bruce J. Batts
 by Harold and Judith Meyer
 by Deborah Szajnberg
Deborah Bohlen
 by Middletown Firefighters  

 Local 1073 IAFF
Mona Duquette 
 by Ann and Herman Anderson
 by Rev. Daniel B. Brunton
 by Rod, Sue and Andy Cober
 by Angela and John Croce
 by Suzi and Frank D’Annolfo
 by Mary and Jerry D’Apice

 by Marie DiTaranto
 by Dr. and Mrs. Robert E.  

 Dunn
 by Sheila and Jeffrey Fortier
 by Claire Giovanetti
 by Judith Ann Keane
 by Fred and Meg Kundahl
 by Dominic and Gloria  

 La Rosa
 by Tuyet Suong T Le
 by Dr. Karen L. List
 by Mrs. N. Eudora Lyhne
 by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas  

 Moriarty
 by Jean Pellerin
 by Carol and John Small
 by Sam and Ellen Spratlin
 by St. Christopher’s Catholic  

 Women’s Club
 by Deborah Zipkin and  

 Allan Polak
Florence L. Fayer 

by Martha Rennie
Rose Gallo
 by The Fortunas
Kristine B. Guest
 by Stephen and Ellen Guest
Zelda and Bob Lowenstein
 by Anita Schiller
Susan Parker
 by Nancy Clinton Parker
Winifred Rohrbaugh
 by Mark Rohrbaugh
Tom Ryan
 by Beth and Mark Ryan
Kristina Stahl
 by Bill and Karin Stahl
Connie Whitton 
 by Randi Leopold

In-kind Donations
Aiken School
Aiken School PTO
Anonymous
Bonnie Antarsh
Dee Bailey
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The Barry Family
Sarah Barry
Paul Bobruff and Family
Zachary Braun
Matt Brewer
Ellie and Garrett Brown
Melissa and Edward Brown
Paul and Jen Buffat
Daniel Caruso
Chatfield Senior Living
Maggie Cohen
Conard High School PTO
Jerry Cook
Halsey and Michele Cook
Cost Cutters
Ann and John Courtmanche
Paula Cruz
Mrs. Virginia Cushing
Norma Deck
Blair Donahue
Robin Drago-Provencher
Debra Dresner
Karen Eisenstein
Wendy and Dick Fair
Bella and Judd Fink
First Baptist Church Mission Fund
Mr. Nathan Frank
Dori Gatter and Jeff Chervenak
Jonah Gershon
John Gilhooly
Bob and Frankie Goldfarb
Stephanie Greco
Penni and Rich Grigoraitis
John and Libby Groff
Peter and Cynthia Gutermann
Bruce Harowicz
The Hartford Finanical Services 

Group, Inc.
George and Laura Hastings
Michelle and Edward Heath
Kathleen and Chris Hindman
Claire Hogue
Duke and Kitty Horigan
Lee Hughey
Cara Joyce
Llyn Kaimowitz

Kehilat Chaverim
Sue Kim
The Kitz Family
Lucas Kollen
Fred and Meg Kundahl
Kara and Kevin Langan
Laura Linabury
Susan and Joe Lipiner
Erin McGinn
Mark Melanson
Shelley and Greg Mendoza
Wyline Miller
Kellie Morrissey-Hovey
Elisabeth Nicholas
Bernard and Nancy Pelletier
West Hartford PEP Class of 2015
Claudia Phelan
Judy Pierson
Kim Sirois Pita
Rebekah Seaton
Holly R. Shail
Maureen Shapter
Ken Shirley
Anthony Spence, Jr.
Andrew and Sandra Stern
Elizabeth and James Sullivan
Town of Southington
Heidi Tummescheit
Patricia and Michael Tyler
Bonnie C. Welch
West Hartford Police 

Department
William Raveis Real Estate

Business/Foundation/
Organization Donors

A&A Pest Control
All Waste, Inc.
American Savings Foundation
Archdiocese of Hartford
Berkshire Bank Foundation
Bernier Insurance Agency, LLC
BJ’s Charitable Foundation
Boston Mutual Life Insurance 

Company
Bridge Family Center Fund

Elizabeth Carse Foundation
Carson Family Foundation
Cavanaugh Family Foundation
Charter Oak Academy PTO
Chatfield Senior Living
Chatham-Beech Charitable 

Foundation
CHEFA
ConnectiCare
James Christopher Conrad 

Memorial Fund
Charles B. Cook Fund
Daphne Seybolt Culpeper 

Memorial Foundation
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Darden Foundation
East Hartford Public Schools
Emerald Landscaping
Ensworth Charitable Foundation
First Baptist Church Mission 

Fund
The Flagg Road United Church 

of Christ
Mr. & Mrs. William Foulds 

Family Foundation
The Gelfand Generations, Inc.
Ginsburg Development 

Companies, LLC
Ellen Jeanne Goldfarb Memorial 

Charitable Trust
Harry E. Goldfarb Family 

Foundation Fund
Goodwin Being Fund
Greater Hartford Host Lions 

Club
Hall High School PTO
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
Hartford Foundation for Public 

Giving
Jones’ Automotive Service, Inc.
The Doris & Simon Konover 

Family Foundation
Liberty Bank Foundation
Logo Concepts LLC
McCourtney Family Charitable 

Trust

Synergies Abound —

The Bridge Family Center and Great by 8 Join Forces
After months of strategic planning, Great by 8, a nonprofit focused on improving access to 

high-quality services in early childhood education and health, joined forces with the Bridge. 
Its focus is in keeping with the Bridge mission to help children and families to meet life’s 
challenges and build fulfilling lives. The boards of directors of both the Bridge and Great by 8 
voted unanimously in favor of the plan.

The Bridge’s Family Resource Center (FRC) will oversee the operations of, and work 
collaboratively with, Great by 8 to support the healthy development of families in the West 
Hartford community. The partnership will enable the Bridge to offer even more family support 
services aimed at enhancing parenting skills, promoting family involvement with schools, and 
helping children succeed academically, socially, and emotionally.

Great by 8 will continue to operate as a community partnership, bringing together parents, 
early childhood educators, health professionals, school 
district administrators, and community leaders to support 
young children in West Hartford. Senator Beth Bye and 
Jane Lehman, a member of the Bridge Board of Directors, 
will serve as Great by 8’s co-chairs. Deborah Zipkin, 
Director of the Bridge FRC, will oversee Great by 8’s 
operations and work closely with Great by 8 Coordinators 
Andrea Thomas and Dana Kuhl, both of whom are now 
employees of the Bridge.

“The synergies were self-evident,” said Margaret Hann, Executive Director of the Bridge. 
“Our missions are both aimed at supporting and improving the lives of children and their 
families. The FRC runs notable programs such as the Parent Leadership Training Institute 
(PLTI), People Empowering People (PEP), early learning playgroups, multiple reading 
groups, and summer programs targeted at incoming kindergarteners with no prior preschool 
experience. The relationship between the FRC and Great by 8 has already proven to be highly 
collaborative and valuable. Great by 8 brings a lot to the table and we are committed to their 
long-term success.”

“Great by 8 will play a significant role in helping to formulate long-term strategies for the 
Bridge’s early childhood programming by sharing the data it collects on young children in 
our community,” said Jane Lehman. “Great by 8 will also continue its efforts to inform the 
community about opportunities for parents and teachers, oversee school readiness funding, 
and connect local preschools and elementary schools. The Bridge will play a key role in 
future fundraising, and the Bridge staff will offer guidance on strategy, implementation, and 
execution of programs.”

We Grow in Thoughtful and Measured Ways continued
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McPhee Foundation
Middletown Firefighters Local 

1073 IAFF
William and Alice Mortensen 

Foundation
NewAlliance Foundation
Norfeldt Elementary School 

Faculty
Orthopedic Associates of Central 

Connecticut, PC
Owenoke Foundation
Panera Bread
Petcare Veterinary Services
Powerstation Events
Pratt & Whitney
Reynolds Charitable Foundation
RMD Interiors, LLC
Vernon D. and Florence E. Roosa 

Family Foundation  
Memorial Fund

Florence and Charles Rubenstein 
Fund

SBM Charitable Foundation
Southington Community 

Services
St. Christopher’s Catholic 

Women’s Club
Suburban Sanitation Service
Swindells Charitable Foundation
Teel’s Marsh Foundation
Ten Thousand Villages
TJX Foundation
Turner Family Foundation
United Technologies Corporation
Webster Bank
West Hartford Firefighters 

Association Local 1241
West Hartford Police Officers 

Association 
West Hartford Women’s Chorale

Linford & Mildred White 
Charitable Fund

William Raveis Real Estate
The YHB Charitable Endowment

Matching Gift Companies
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Bank of America
The Chubb Corporation
CIGNA
Lincoln Financial Foundation
The Prudential Foundation
Symetra Financial
Travelers Foundation
United Technologies
Voya Foundation

21

Children’s Charity Ball  (January 2016)

Honorary Chairs
Matt Winter and Jane Lehman,
Allstate Insurance Company

Galaxy Sponsor
United Technologies

Sapphire Sponsors
All Waste, Inc.
eBenefits Group Northeast 
Farmington Bank
Farmington Company
The McInerney Family
Reid and Riege, P.C.
Robinson & Cole LLP
Webster Bank

Platinum Sponsors
Drs. John A. Bierly, Peter J.M. 

Peterson, and Jesse M. 
Sorrentino

Paul and Mary Butler
Cummings & Lockwood LLC

Bob and Frankie Goldfarb
The Technology Group, LLC 
United Bank
West Hartford Exchange Club

Gold Sponsors
All Pointe Care, LLC
Bank of America
The Sandra and Arnold Chase 

Family Foundation
CohnReznick LLP
Cowdery & Murphy, LLC
Kehl Financial
ProHealth Physicians
Rogo Distributors
Seiger Gfeller Laurie LLP
Simoniz USA, Inc.

Silver Sponsors
BlumShapiro
J.P. Carroll Construction
Colon & Rectal Surgeons of 

Greater  Hartford

Dental Associates
Fiduciary Investment Advisors
Beth and Tim Herrick
Kinsley Group
Lorensen Auto Group
Gail and Steve Lowe
Pomeranz, Drayton & Stabnick, LLC
Powerstation Events
ProHealth Physicians of West 

Hartford
Radiologic Associates of Bristol
VantagePoint Healthcare Advisors
Virginia Industries, Inc.
Westfarms
Whitfield Retirement Services

Sponsors
Amenta/Emma Architects, P.C.
Aronson Consulting
Bouvier Insurance
BRD Builders LLC
Connecticut Wealth Management, LLC

Pathfinders Provides Further Support to Runaway and Homeless Youth

This past September, the Bridge received a federal grant for $136,000 annually for 
three years to support a new program, Pathfinders. This crisis-support program provides 
emergency assistance to runaway and homeless youth who are not connected to the CT State 
Department of Children and Families. Eligible youth are boys and girls under the age of 18 
who are experiencing temporary or ongoing homelessness.  

“Imagine being a teenager living in fear on the streets, wondering when your next meal will 
be, or whose couch is available that evening,” said Margaret Hann, Bridge Executive Director. 
“Imagine feeling lost, tired, lonely, afraid, and invisible. The Bridge will now be able to do what 
we do best—offer a safe haven for young people and empower them to better their lives. We are 
thrilled to have this opportunity.”

Pathfinders’ objectives are to provide immediate safety for young people; build permanent 
relationships with family, caring adults, schools, and communities; and foster healthy 
decision-making and long-term self-sufficiency. The ultimate goal is to ensure that these 
youth are equipped with the skills necessary to overcome life’s challenges. Youth will be 
referred to a variety of in-house and local services including family counseling; prevention 
and treatment for substance abuse and mental health issues; and opportunities to engage in 
education and life skills development.

The Bridge is the only provider of comprehensive services for runaway and homeless youth 
in the Greater Hartford area. Each year, approximately 2,500 young people ages 14-24 access 
our wide array of services. Pathfinders is prepared to assist approximately 130 youth with 
emergency services and support.  Fifteen to thirty of those youth will be offered emergency 
shelter with temporary stays of up to 21 days.

For more information, or to make a referral, call Mike Rulnick at (860) 521-6890.

We Grow in Thoughtful and Measured Ways continued
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 “The Avon Public Schools have been extremely receptive,” said Pat Tyler, Bridge Director 
of Youth and Family Services.  “We have been partnering with them to teach mindfulness—a 
therapeutic technique encouraging calmness and focus—to reduce stress in students and 
teachers.”

Bridge therapists in all three locations offer individual, couple, and family therapy for 
children and families. Concerns that may be addressed include depression, anxiety, grief 
and loss, substance abuse, family issues, parenting challenges, coping with divorce, school 
concerns, behavior issues, abuse and neglect, anger, trauma, and self-destructive behaviors. 
Most recently, the Bridge became licensed to offer therapy to parents who are in need of 
support in a variety of areas, including substance abuse.  We hired a licensed alcohol and drug 
counselor to serve these clients.

Our multi-disciplinary team includes Pat Tyler, director of youth and family services; a 
licensed clinical director; marriage and family therapists; professional counselors; social 
workers; and masters-level therapist trainees. A child and adolescent psychiatrist is available 
to provide medication evaluations for those clients engaged in therapy with us.

To schedule an appointment, contact the main Bridge office at (860) 521-8035.  Both 
afternoon and evening appointments are available as well as Saturday appointments in West 
Hartford.  Most insurance plans are accepted, including private insurance and HUSKY/
Medicaid.  For those without insurance, a very reasonable sliding fee scale is available. We 
never turn anyone away due to an inability to pay.  

For more information, visit our website at www.bridgefamilycenter.org.  

Bridge East in Rockville

We Grow in Thoughtful and Measured Ways continued
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Centerpiece Sponsor
Moscarillo’s Garden Shoppe

Program Ads
AP Dental Care, LLC, Dr. Dimitri 

Perdikis
Associated Security Corporation
Barrieau Oil Company
Bert & Co.
Braeburn School PTB
Bristow Middle School PTO
J A Buchek AIA Architect LLC
Bugbee School PTO
Burke Mortgage
Center for Dental Excellence, 

LLC
Code Consulting Inc.
Commercial Flooring Concepts
Conard High School PTO
Connecticut Pharmacy
Courtney, Fink & Forbes, LLP
CT Pediatric Dentistry
Cut Right Lawn Care
Daigle, Smith & Chubet, LLC 

CPAs
Donato and Sons Landscape 

Contractors, LLC
Drew Orthodontics
Sydney W. Elkin, Esq.
Richard J. Fairbrother, D.M.D.
Fischman Orthodontics
Forensic Accounting Services, LLC
Fresh Ink
GitlinCampisePrendergast, LLC
Hall High School PTO
Jim Hallinan Pension Consulting, 

LLC
Holloways Appliance Center
The Hoye Home Team, Berkshire 

Hathaway HomeServices
Investment & Financial 

Counselors, LLC
JAG Products, LLC
Lance Jeroszko – Property Care

London Shop Package Store
Macca Plumbing & Heating
McKenna Orthodontics
New Britain EMS Academy
Orthopedic Associates of Central 

Connecticut, PC
Our Companions Animal Rescue
P & J Lawn & Landscaping, Inc.
Petcare Veterinary Services
Eric Rennie Photography
RMD Interiors, LLC
Sentry Commercial
Serafino Pharmacy
Sinatro Insurance Agency
Suburban Pharmacy
Teddy’s Oil & Energy LLC
Venora Electric, Inc.
Vic’s Automotive Services, Inc.
Wolff Financial Group

Other Contributors
2 Bitches and Me
2-4-1 Sports Academy
Candace Abbott
A.C. Petersen Farms Restaurant
Allan S. Goodman, Inc.
Amenta/Emma Architects, P.C.
Angelo’s on Main Rockledge
Anonymous
Armeny Custom Jewelry Design
Arugula Bistro
Avon Old Farms Hotel and 

Seasons Restaurant
Backstage Pizza Café
Beadoir
Becker’s Fine Jewelry
Judy and John Bierly
bk&co
Black-Eyed Sally’s
Blo Blow Dry Bar — West 

Hartford
Bryan Block
Bloomfield Discount Liquors
Blue Plate Kitchen

Conway Stoughton LLC
CPCU Society, Connecticut 

Chapter
Kara Flanagan, Realtor, Coldwell 

Banker
Gariphic Design
Hooker & Holcombe, Inc.
Jackson Lewis P.C.
Kitchen & Bath Design & 

Construction
Jon Lesisko, CPA, LLC
Loureiro Engineering Associates, 

Inc.
MacDonnell Anesthesiology
Marc’s Appliance Warehouse
Modern Tire of West Hartford, 

Inc.
Paula Fahy Ostop, Realtor,  

William Raveis
Pullman & Comley LLC
Ratchford Eye Center, LLC
Reardon Scanlon Vodola Barnes, LLP
Ryan Family Interests LLC
Scranton Motors, Inc.
Shimkus, Murphy and 

Rosenberger, P.C.
St. Agnes Home, Inc.
Taylor & Modeen Funeral Home
Überdog
Viking Fuel Oil Company
Waterford Group LLC
West Hartford Firefighters 

Association Local 1241
West Hartford Youth Basketball 

League
Wetco
Willis of Connecticut
The Zuzolo Financial Group, 

Northwestern Mutual

Print Media Sponsor
West Hartford Magazine and  

We-Ha.com
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Bob’s Discount Furniture
BodyTalk
The Boston Red Sox Foundation
Brett and Jacqui Browchuk
Scott and Cyndi Brown
Budget Printers and 

Embroiderers
Celeste and Ken Burns
The Bushnell
Mary and Paul Butler
Cabela’s of East Hartford
Cafe Louise Catering
California Pizza Kitchen
Caroline and Christopher Calio 
Shari and Michael Cantor
Capital Genealogy
The Capital Grille
Mary Carangelo
Center Framing & Art
Central Optica
Central Wheel
Charter Oak Academy PTO
Children’s Charity Ball 

Committee Members
The Children’s Museum
Chipotle Mexican Grill –  

Corbins Corner
City Steam Brewery Café
Heather and Michael Clifford
Close to Home Sewing Center
Coco Lily
The Coffee Trade
COMIX Mohegan Sun
Cookshop Plus
Joan Cooney
Copper Beech Institute
Cork ‘N Bottle
The Corner Pug
Coyote Flaco
Crossover Consulting Group
Cummings & Lockwood LLC
Allen and Laury Currier
Joanna Curry-Sartori

Tracy Denton
Michelle DiCorpo
DISH Restaurant Group
Timothy and Rita Droney
Duffy School PTO
East West Grille
Effie’s Place Restaurant
The Elbow Room
Elizabeth Grady
Olivia Engel
Liz Enkiri
Esquire Cleaners
Wendy and Dick Fair
Farmington Company
Farmington Valley Racquet Club
The Farms Country Club
Feng Asian Bistro
The Fitness Continuum
Kara and Sean Flanagan
Mary Ellen and Steve Flege
Hildee Fontanella
Fred Astaire Dance Studio of 

West Hartford
Jenni Freidman
French Cleaners
Fringe Hairworks
Mary and Dick Froeb
G.W. Crane Hair Designs
Gariphic Design
Mary Anne and M. Alex 

Geertsma
Get Up and Ride
Laura and Toni Giannone
Gillette Ridge Wine
Lee Godburn
Christina Gorman
Jennifer Grant and Peter Daws
Billy Grant
Cynthia and Peter Gutermann
Harpoon Brewery 
Harry’s Bishop’s Corner
The Hartford Golf Club
Hartford Stage Company

Hartford Stitch
Amy Hedden
Sue and Bill Healey
Hill-Stead Museum
Rebecca and Gary Holmes
Hope & Stetson
Nancy and Donald Hunt
IRIS Photography
Ivory Elly
J. Gilbert’s Wood-Fired Steaks  

& Seafood
Lynn and Michael Jimenez
Jimmie’s Pizza Restaurant
Simone Joyeaux and Tom Ahern
Karen Elizabeth Salon
Amanda Kelsey
Kennedy’s All American Barber 

Club
Nancy and Bob Kennedy
Kevin Edward Jewelers
Kidcity Children’s Museum
Kimberly Boutique
Kingswood Oxford School
Koma Japanese Steakhouse
Dave and Barbara Kreitner
Kripalu Center for Yoga  

and Health
Sarah Kroll
Alex Kuhl
Dana and Vincent Kuhl
Lake Compounce
Kara and Kevin Langan
Larsen’s - Ace Hardware
LIFER Fitness Studio
Carol and Tom Lorenzo
Low Tide Photography
Lox Stock & Bagel Inc.
Lux Bond & Green
Ann and Tim Mahoney
Brad and Kim Manning
Carol Manning
The Mark Twain House & 

Museum
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We Grow in Thoughtful and Measured Ways — 
Three New Programs at The Bridge 

New Counseling Center Opens in Avon
The Bridge began as a nonprofit 

organization in 1969 to counsel youth on 
the Green in West Hartford Center. Over 
the years, we have grown to a licensed 
Outpatient Psychiatric Clinic with a 
Counseling Center in West Hartford 
as well as two satellite offices in other 
towns. Last year 443 clients were served 
by our therapists.

In 2011, we opened a Counseling 
Center in Rockville—Bridge East. Two 
therapists see young people and their 
families in that office in close proximity 
to Manchester Hospital. In addition, an 
APRN offers medication evaluations. They work closely with the schools and the Vernon 
Community Network 

We opened a third Counseling Center in Avon—Bridge West—in April of 2015 to meet 
the needs of Avon and the surrounding communities. The office is in a quiet location in the 
heart of Avon. Bridge West is a calming place for children and families to come for guidance 
and to gain expertise in managing their life challenges with the support of competent 
and compassionate therapists. Three therapists are currently seeing clients. A child and 
adolescent psychiatrist offers medication evaluations for young people who are engaged in 
therapy with us. Those appointments are offered in our West Hartford office. 

West Hartford Counseling Center

Bridge West in Avon



Letter from the Executive Director

Margaret A. Hann
Executive Director

We are inundated with bad news in our world—
so much so that we tend to become immune. If we 
block it out or shrug it off or distance ourselves 
from its raw realty, we can go on without pause. I 
suppose this response is a defense that we all put 
up at some level in order to move on. The downside 
is that we tend to transfer this same numbness 
to hearing good news. We can take too much for 
granted — as if to say that no amount of good news 
will ever outweigh all the bad news — so we simply 
ignore it all.

At the Bridge we are witness to plenty of good 
news as we help others overcome bad news in their 
lives. We are fortunate to witness firsthand the 

power of the human spirt in overcoming unthinkable circumstances. Bad news takes the 
back seat, loses its power, as good news brightens a path to a promising future.

One of my favorite quotes from Leo Buscaglia captures the work we do. “Too often 
we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 
compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life 
around.”

We count on the generosity of our many donors to carry out our mission. Through your 
generous support, we are able to bring good news to the lives of over 9,000 children and 
families each year.  

Very truly,

Margaret A. Hann
Executive Director
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Gretchen Martin
Matthew Phillips Aveda Concept 

Salon
Max Restaurant Group
Kristin and Christopher Magendantz
Melley Nelson Design
Shelley and Greg Mendoza
Metro Bis Restaurant
Mill Restaurant Group
Miller Coors
Mind Your Manor
Tara Mitchell
Mohegan Sun
Monarch Jewelers of Farmington
Charlene Moorer
Mount Southington Ski Area
Music Together of West Hartford &  

Farmington Valley
My Secret Garden
Mystic Seaport
Naples Pizza
Nelson Salon & Spa
Dee and Jon Newton
NORA Cupcake Company
Norfeldt School PTO
James and Lori O’Connor
Oggi Salon of West Hartford
Ooh, la, la Boutique
Panera Bread
Michele Paul
Pepe’s Pizzeria
John Pereira
Pete Perrotta
Peter and Chris Peterson
Philip David Jewelers
Julie Christine Phillipps
The Playground Fitness Center
Playhouse on Park
Allan Polak and Deborah Zipkin
Pond House Café and Hall

Potbelly Sandwich Shop
Pratt & Whitney
Progressive Eye Care
Amy Raider
Stacy and Robert Raney
Debra and Khen Raviv
Amy Ray, Stella & Dot Senior 

Stylist
Eric Rennie
Martha Rennie
Republic Gastro Pub
Ridgewood Designs
Rogo Distributors
Rooster Co.
Beth and Mark Ryan
Mike Rulnick
Russell Speeder’s of Avon
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
S.K. Lavery Appliance Co.
Sandy Welch Art
Ellen and Clem Sayers
Annelieke Schauer
Seamus Painting, LLC
Michael and Jennifer Shiffman
The Silver Dahlia
Paul Smith
Solinsky Eyecare, LLC
Jennifer Sorano
Cheri and Dick Stabnick
Paula and Andy Stabnick
Stanley Black & Decker
Regan Stein
The Strongworks
Sweet Chilli Thai Restaurant
Sweet Frog
Tapas
Elliot and Carolyn Tertes
TheaterWorks
Thomas Hooker Brewing Co.
Toast Wines by Taste

Toasted Food Truck
Touchstone Crystals
Kim Townsend
Toy Chest
Travelers Championship
Treva Restaurant & Bar
Pat and Mike Tyler
Ronald and Ruth Van Winkle
Veterinary Specialists of CT
Vinted Wine Bar & Kitchen
Flo and Jay Votta
Wampanoag Country Club
Phil and Linda Ward
Waypoint Spirits
Janice Weinstein
West Hartford Fire Department
West Hartford Firefighters  

Local 1241
West Hartford Human and 

Leisure Services
West Hartford Massage Spot
West Hartford Magazine and  

We-Ha.com
West Hartford Police Officers 

Association
West Hartford Yoga
WFSB Channel 3
Whiting Lane PTO
Whole Foods
Liz and William Wilcox
Chris and Holly Williams
Paul and Denise Williams
Winter Family
Wise Old Dog, The
Andy and Doreen Zaback
Matthew and Maureen Zagami
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Just the Facts

The Mission of the Bridge Family Center is to foster 
the courage and strength in children and families 
to meet life’s challenges and build fulfilling lives.

• Founded in 1969, the Bridge Family Center, Inc. based in West Hartford, is a 
comprehensive, regional nonprofit agency that provides a broad range of services for 
children and families throughout the Greater Hartford area.

• The Bridge offers child and family counseling; intervention in times of crisis; support 
groups for children who are struggling in school; mentoring for boys who need extra 
support from positive adult role models; supervised after-school alternatives for 
teens; prevention programs; personal development programs for parents, children, 
and youth; shelter for homeless youth; and assistance with the transition from youth 
to adulthood.

• The Bridge is recognized as a leader in bringing the community together to assess 
issues and needs, and plans, coordinates, delivers and evaluates services in a cost-
effective manner.

• Last year the Bridge Family Center served approximately 9,000 young people and 
families.

• The Bridge’s annual budget is $8.2 million. Our services are funded by private donations 
from individuals, foundations, corporations, and organizations; the Town of West 
Hartford; the State of Connecticut Departments of Children and Families (DCF) and 
Education; and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

• The Bridge is governed by a Board of Directors composed of 16 individuals from West 
Hartford and the Greater Hartford community.

• 176 staff members (69 full-time and 107 part-time) carry out the programs and services 
of the Bridge.  Of our employees, 58% are people of color, and 76% are female.  More 
than 150 volunteers assist staff.

Board of Directors

Officers
Mary K. Butler
President

Susan I. Hamilton
Vice President

Melanie Ballestas
Treasurer

Jason C. Goddard, Esq.
Secretary

Members
Veronica A. Badiola
Robert J. Burke
Caroline Demirs Calio
Jeffrey J. Capone
John DeSimone
Robert C. Hinton, Esq.
Benjamin E. Kehl
Robert D. Laurie
Jane E. Lehman
Karen L. List, Ph.D.
Brian R. Smith
Felicia M. Wilion, M.D.

Staff Directors
Margaret A. Hann
Executive Director

Hildee Fontanella
Director of Finance and Administration

Martha L. Rennie
Director of Development

Amy Raider
Director of Human Resources

Judy Bierly
Director of Community Services

Michael Rulnick
Director of Residential Services

Patricia Tyler
Director of Youth and Family Services 

Deborah Zipkin
Director of Family Resource Centers

Bryan Block
Director of Independent Living Program  
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